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Preface 
The CoastalToolsTM  is a MatlabTM App was developed in response to research being undertaken as 

part of the University of Southampton Master’s degree courses in Coastal Science and Engineering. 

This routinely required access and manipulation of the data held by the Channel Coastal Observatory 

(CCO) and others as a starting point for further research. Whilst the data held is well documented, 

with extensive supporting meta-data, accessing the different file formats and making proper use of the 

quality control information, can be time consuming, thereby limiting the time that can be spent 

analysing the data. CoastalToolsTM aims to address this by providing a framework for time series data 

analysis, with many of the formats that are in routine use in the UK and elsewhere provided for in the 

data loading tools. Several models that use the measured data are also provided. These provide the 

ability to estimate near shore wave parameters and properties that describe how the beaches are 

changing over time. The models generally use simple algorithms to transform the data and are not 

intended to be a substitute for more detailed coastal process modelling. The focus is very much on 

providing a means to rapidly explore the data that is now available from national archives. 

Requirements 
The model is written in MatlabTM and provided as Open Source code (issued under a GNU General 

Public License) and runs under v2016b or later.  CoastalTools uses the muitoolbox and dstoolbox. 

The following functions developed by others and obtained from the Matlab Exchange Forum, or 

through personal contact are as follows: 

mat2clip.m -  Copyright © 2009, The MathWorks, Inc. 

wind_rose.m - Copyright © 2009, M MA 

peakseek.m - Copyright © 2010, Peter O'Connor 

polarplot3d.m - Copyright © 2016, Ken Garrard 

mgpdfit.m (requires statistics toolbox) - Copyright © 2015, Ivan Haigh 

downsample_ts.m - Copyright © 2014, Chad Greene 

moving.m - Copyright © 2017, Aslak Grinsted 

inpaint_nans.m  Copyright © 2012, John D'Errico 

utide (ut_solv.m and ut_reconst.m)  Copyright © 2017, Daniel Codiga 

Hurst exponent experimental code derived from several sources in the Matlab™ Exchange 

Forum, including Conrado Chiarello, 2019; Vilen Abramov, 2018; Athara Aalok, 2022; 

Ioannis Antoniades and Guiuseppe Brandi, 2021. 

The beach simulation options use the Matlab Global Optimization Toolbox. 

Resources 
The  CoastalTools App and two toolboxes (muitoolbox and dstoolbox) can be downloaded from 

www.coastalsea.uk.  

Cite as: 

Townend, I.H., 2021,  CoastalTools manual, CoastalSEA, UK, pp80, www.coastalsea.uk. 

Bibliography 
Key links and papers setting out the background to the model include: 

http://www.channelcoast.org/introduction/  

http://www.bodc.ac.uk/products/bodc_products/ntslf/  

Further sources are detailed in the References towards the end of the Manual.  

http://www.soton.ac.uk/
http://www.channelcoast.org/
http://www.coastalsea.uk/
http://www.coastalsea.uk/
http://www.channelcoast.org/introduction/
http://www.bodc.ac.uk/products/bodc_products/ntslf/
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Revision history 

Version Date Changes 

3.3 May 2023 Added option to use wave refraction transfer tables, as produced by the 

WaveRayModel App, to generate inshore wave climates. Added 

explanation of the CCO topographic survey feature codes to the 

manual. Crenulate Bay tool can now use imported image (e.g., aerial) 

or a profile extracted shoreline as the background for bay plots. 

3.2 Nov 2022 Added Hurst statistic and Crenulate Bay to the tool set. 

3.1 June 2022 Various bug fixes to plot multiple profiles, order profiles along shore 

correctly and retain this order when plotting. Check added to Add data 

to ensure both data sets have same number of variables. 

3.0 May 2021 CoastalTools packaged as a Matlab App and migrated to use 

muitoolbox and dstoolbox. 

2.1 Dec 2020 Added tidal analysis and reconstruction options using ‘utide’ by Daniel 

Codiga (MatlabTM Forum). 

Added option to identify shore or profile data on multi-line plots. 

Fixed issue with ordering of profiles along the coast. 

2.0 May 2020 First release in ModelUI framework via www.coastalsea.uk 

This version supersedes CoastalTools v1.9, which will no longer be 

supported. With this change it has not been possible to maintain 

backward compatibility because the class definition used to hold the 

data has been modified. However, it should be possible to load any 

data used in the previous version, to create similar projects in this 

version. 
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1 Introduction 
CoastalTools was originally designed to enable data held by the Channel Coastal Observatory (CCO), 

along with tide data from the British Oceanographic Data Centre (BODC) to be loaded, analysed, used 

in a range of simple models and plotted. In principle, the software can handle any timeseries data and 

has been extended to handle a number of other common file formats. This version has provision for 

winds, waves, water levels, beach profiles, shorelines and a user defined data set. There are sevaral 

types of modelling capability relating to: 

• wave parameters such as nearshore waves, littoral drift and structure overtopping; 

• examining changes in beach volume, or shoreline position; 

• simulation of shoreline position and beach profile volume change; 

• beach vulnerability index models. 

Data and model variables can be used to derive new variables using simple data manipulation 

expressions. Measured and model data can all be used in the statistical analysis functions to obtain 

descriptive statistics, peaks and clusters, extreme values, regression and profile interval statistics (the 

latter provides descriptive statistics of some parameter (eg wave power) for the intervals between 

beach profile surveys). Finally, the results can be plotted and there is provision for time series plots, 

profile x-y plots, a range of x-y-z surface plots and wave rose plots. 

2 Getting Started 
2.1 Configuration 
 CoastalTools is installed as an App and requires muitoolbox and dstoolbox to be installed. The 

download for each of these includes the code, documentation and example files. The files required are:  

dstoolbox: dstoolbox.mltbx 

muitoolbox: muitoolbox.mltbx 

The App file:  CoastalTools.mlappinstall 

2.1.1 Installing the toolboxes 
The two toolboxes can be installed using the Add-Ons>Manage Add-Ons option on the Home tab of 

MatlabTM. Alternatively, right-click the mouse on the ‘mltbx’ files and select install. All the folder 

paths are initialised upon installation and the location of the code is also handled by Matlab™. The 

location of the code can be accessed using the options in the Manage Add-Ons UI. 

2.1.2 Installing the App 
The App is installed using the Install Apps button on the APPS tab in Matlab™. Alternatively, right-

click the mouse on the ‘mlappinstall’ file and select install. Again all the folder paths are initialised 

upon installation and the location of the code is handled by Matlab™. 

Once installed, the App can be run from the APPS tab. This sets the App environment paths, after 

which the App can be run from the Command Window using: 

>>  CoastalTools; 

The App environment paths can be saved using the Set Path option on the Matlab™ Home tab. 

Documentation can be viewed from the Supplementary Software in the Matlab™ documentation. The 

location of the code can be accessed by hovering over the App icon and then finding the link in the 

pop-up window. 

 

2.2 CoastalToolsTM software 
The CoastalToolsTM software has been written using the software language MatlabTM, version 2016b. 

The software utilises core MatlabTM functions, except for the extremes analysis function which makes 

http://www.channelcoast.org/
https://www.bodc.ac.uk/
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use of the statistical toolbox and some standalone functions (e.g. dvolstats) which use other toolboxes. 

Some information on the program structure, that will be of use to those who wish to explore 

alternative model parameterisations, or develop the software, can be found in Section 6. To support 

this, several functions have been written as standalone (i.e. not contained within a set of class 

methods) to allow the user to modify aspects of the model behaviour. These are detailed in Section 5. 

2.3 Opening CoastalToolsTM 
A graphical user interface (GUI) is used to load data, run models, manipulate the data, carry out some 

simple statistical procedures, plot results and export model output. 

If you installed CoastalTools as an App use the icon on the APPS tab, or if the App environment paths 

have been set, simply type CoastalTools at the command prompt: 

>> CoastalTools;   OR     >>ct = CoastalTools; if you want a handle to the model instance. 

A splash screen crediting the developers appears for a few seconds before being replaced by the 

CoastalTools interface (Figure 1). Documentation can be viewed from App Help menu, or the 

Supplemental Software in the Matlab™ documentation. The location of the code can be accessed by 

hovering over the App icon and then finding the link in the pop-up window. 

Figure 1 – The CoastalTools GUI 

Version number 

Drop-down menus 

Project title and date 

Display Tabs 

 

Description of data sets that have been 

loaded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 Typical workflow for a new project 
The following steps explain how to set-up a model using the various tools provided. Text in Red italic 

refers to drop down menus. Text in Green italic refers to Tab titles. 

File>New: define project name and date 

Setup>Import data>Waves>Load data: load selected CCO wave data from file (when bulk loaded 

they should be in order and not contain data that overlaps in time) 

Setup> Import data> Water levels>Load data: load selected CCO or BODC water level data from file 

(when multiple files are loaded, they should be in order and not contain data that overlaps in time) 

Setup> Import data>Beach profiles>Load data: load selected CCO beach profile data from file (when 

multiple files are loaded, they should be in order and not contain data that overlaps in time) 

Setup>….>Add data: load additional files (one at a time) 

Setup>….>Edit data: open UI to select a time series and edit the values (but not the dates) 
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Setup>....>Data QC: apply quality control to the data set. This makes use of the quality flags that are 

included with some data sets and additional measures to remove records that are spurious. 

Once loaded, data can be plotted, used to add modelled data, or statistically analysed. 

To examine what has been set-up the Tabs provide a summary of what is currently defined. Note: the 

Tabs update when clicked on, using a mouse, but the values cannot be edited from the Tabs. 

Data: lists the data sets that have been loaded. 

Models: lists the modelled parameters that have been created. 

Site: tabulates the properties required for model calculations, and is split into two tabs: 

Site>Waves: tabulates the site properties used in the various wave models and structure properties, as 

used in overtopping calculations (only one definition at any one time). 

Site>Simulation: tabulates the parameter settings required for the YGOR and BMV simulations 

models (see Sections  3.5.5 and 4.17 for further details). 

Q-Plot: provides rapid access to default plotting of any variable in any data set shown on the Data or 

Models tabs. These plots cannot be edited and are designed to check data records when loading. 

Calcs: tabulates the results from model analysis, and is split into two tabs: 

Calcs>Volumes: tabulates the results of the most recent beach volume calculations. Includes a button 

to copy results to the clipboard. 

Calcs>Shoreline: tabulates the results of the most recent shoreline calculations. Includes a button to 

copy results to the clipboard. 

Calcs>Profile: plot an idealised profile and closure depths, or the Dean profile. 

Stats: tabulates the results from statistics UI, and is split into two tabs: 

Stats>Descriptive: tabulates the results of the most recent descriptive statistics. Includes a button to 

copy results to the clipboard. 

Stats>Extremes: tabulates the results of the most recent extremes analysis. Includes a button to copy 

results to the clipboard. 

 

Figure 2 – Tabs in Main GUI 
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Running a model: 

Setup>Site parameters: define the characteristics of the site being studied 

Run>Wave properties>: select the type of wave parameters to be calculated  

Run>Beach properties>: select the type of beach parameters to be calculated  

 

Statistical analysis: 

Analysis>Statistics: launches the statistical analysis UI. Using the Timeseries Tab, any data set and 

variable can be selected and used in a number of different statistical analysis routines, such as general 

descriptive statistics over the defined time interval, cluster analysis, or extremes analysis. 

 

To plot the results: 

Analysis>Plots: launches the plotting UI. Using the Time Tab, any data set can be selected and the 

results plotted for a chosen variable over a user defined time interval. 

 

To write the results to an Excel file: 

Project>Cases>Save Data Set: list dialogue allows user to select which data set is to be written to file 

(only a single data set can be selected at a time). A user input dialogue then prompts for a file name 

(no extension required).  

 

2.5 Sample project 
The example folder contains several sample data files for some of the different types of data that can 

be loaded, and a demonstration project file. 
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3 Menus 
3.1 File 
File>New: clears any existing model (prompting to save if not already saved) and a popup dialog box 

prompts for Project name and Date (default is current date).  

File>Open: existing CoatalTools projects are saved as *.mat files. User selects a project file from 

dialog box. 

File>Save: save a file that has already been saved. 

File>Save as: save a file with a new or different name. 

File>Exit: exit the program. The close window button has the same effect. 

 

3.2 Tools 
Tools>Refresh: updates Data tab. 

Tools>Clear all>Project: deletes the current project (data, models and all project specific variables). 

Tools>Clear all>Figures: deletes all results plot figures (useful if a large number of plots have been 

produced). 

Tools>Clear all>Data: deletes all Data sets listed on the Data tab. 

Tools>Clear all>Models: deletes all models listed on the Models tab. 

 

3.3 Project 
Project>Project Info: edit the Project name and Date. 

Project>Case>Edit Description: select a Case description to edit 

Project> Case >Edit Data Set: edit a data set. Initialises a data selection UI to select the record to be 

edited and then lists the variable in a table so that values can be 

edited. The user can also limit the data set retrieved based on the 

variable range and the independent variable (X) or time. This can be 

useful in making specific edits (eg all values over a threshold or 

values within a date range). This option also works for profiles. 

Ensure the variable to be edited is selected (Chainage, Elevation, etc). 

The user is then prompted to select a survey date and the relevant 

profile data can then be edited. An alternative for cleaning up profile 

data is Setup>Data clean-up>Edit or Delete profile in timeseries (see 

Section 3.4.4). Using the Copy to Clipboard button also provides a 

quick way of exporting selected data. 

Project> Case >Save Data Set: select the Case to be saved from the 

list of Cases, select whether to save the Case as a dstable or a table 

and name the file. The dataset dstable or table are saved to a mat file.  

Project> Case >Delete Case: user selects the Case(s) to be deleted from a list box of Cases and these 

are then deleted (the model setup is not changed). NB: once deleted they cannot be recovered. 

Project> Case >Reload Case: select a previous model run from the current list of Model Cases and 

reload the input values as the current input settings. 

Project> Case >View Case Settings: display a table of the model input parameters used for a selected 

Case. 

Project>Export/Import>Export Case: saves a Case class instance to a Matlab binary ‘mat’ file. 
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Project> Export/Import>Import Case: loads data from a Matlab binary ‘mat’ file. Only works for data 

sets saved using Export. These two functions can be used to move class instances between projects or 

models. 

NB: to export the data from a Case for use in another application (eg text file, Excel, etc), use the 

Project>Cases>Edit Data Set option to make a selection and then use the ‘Copy to Clipboard’ button 

to paste the selection to the clipboard. 

 

3.4 Setup 
3.4.1 Import data 
The setup menu provides a series of menus to enable different types of 

data to be loaded, edited and quality controlled. The following applies to 

each type of data (waves, water levels, beach profiles, beach dips, 

shoreline, BlueKenue file formats and user defined data). For details of 

User Data see Section 5.1 and for file format information see Appendix A 

– Input Data File Formats. 

Setup>Import data>[Data type]>Load: prompts user for file format to be 

loaded. The options available vary with Data type. The user then selects 

one or more files to be loaded. Once files have been read, user is 

prompted for a description (working title) for the data set.  

NB: CCO format Beach profile files use the file name to get the profile id. 

The file name format for beach profile data must be id_datexxx.txt, eg: 

4dMU2_20090824tip.txt. 

Files with multiple surveys and multiple profiles can take time to load. 

 

Setup>Import data >[Data type]>Add: prompts user for file to be loaded (only one file at a time can 

be added). Only files with the format used to create the data set can be used to Add data to a data 

record (see note below). 

 

Setup>Import data >[Data type]>Quality Control: runs a series of checks on the data. This is only 

available for waves and water levels in this version. See Section 4.1 for details of the checks applied. 

Once run, the last column of the Data tab is updated to show that qc has been applied. 

 

Files with different formats can be included in a project but they will need to be defined as different 

data records (i.e., class instances). The format to be used for a given data record is selected when the 

first file is loaded.  

When new file formats are added for a particular Data type, these need to be defined in the class 

constructor. The additional file required is the same as when adding User Data, as explained in Section 

5.1. 
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3.4.2 Site parameters 
 Setup> Site parameters>Wave propagation: input dialogue allows user to define characteristic 

properties of the site. The current values can be viewed on the Site/Waves tab. 

Bed level offshore, relates to the depth of the offshore wave 

data.  

The angle of the offshore bed contour from True North (degTN) 

– set this to be the same as Shoreline angle for plane bed 

refraction. Otherwise an iterative procedure is used between the 

two angles (see Section 4.2.1).  

Friction coefficient can be used to 

further modify the wave offshore to 

inshore wave transformation1.  

The angle of the shoreline from 

True North (degTN) is used to 

refract the offshore waves to a point 

near the shoreline. 

Beach crest level or high water level 

(mOD) 

Upper beach slope is the beach slope above mean tide level 

(MTL) used to extend the idealised profile from MTL to high 

water2.  

Bed elevation 1km from shore defines an idealised profile to 

compute beach slope across the surf zone. There is an option to 

use a co-ordinate definition of an offshore point (y, z) where y is 

the distance from MTL and z is the bed elevation at that distance 

offshore (see Section 4.2.3). 

Inshore bed level is the depth used to calculate inshore wave conditions. Set to NaN to use an iterative 

procedure that finds the depth at the edge of the surf zone. 

Breaker height model used to calculate monochromatic breaking wave height (see Section 4.2.2). 

Wave breaking model takes a value of 0, 1, 2 or 3 and defines the model to be used (see Section 4.2.2). 

Grain size is a representative d50 diameter for the sediments that make up the beach. 

The Drift coefficient is as used in the CERC longshore drift formula. 

 

1 A value of 1 results in no friction loss and a value 0 results in total wave damping – see Section 4.2.1. 
2 Note that in CoastalTools slopes are all defined as the horizontal distance, bs, for a unit change in the vertical 

distance. Hence the slope angle, tan(θ) = 1/bs and the slope is often expressed as 1:bs. 

Wave direction 

TN 

θ 
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Setup >Site parameters>Wind-wave hindcast: input dialogue to define model parameters for the wind-

wave hindcast model. 

This is the exponent used to define the amount of directional wave 

spreading. A local wind wave has a small value (large spread) 

typically around 2, a swell wave has a larger value (narrow spread) 

with a value of about 10.  

The 0=Donelan method, uses a 1/cosh directional spreading function, 

whereas 1=SPM method uses a cos function. A value of -1 uses the 

fetch along the wind direction. 

Height at which the input wind data was measured (m). 

Average water depth over the model domain. As this will vary with 

direction an average value for the offshore area can be used (or one 

based on the dominant fetches). 

Water depth at the site (m) – used to apply spectral saturation for 

limiting water depths. 

See the Shore Protection Manual (SPM) and other references given below for details. 

 

Setup>Site parameters>Structure parameters: input dialogue to define the parameters used when 

calculating wave overtopping.  The current values can be viewed on the 

Site/Waves tab. 

Crest level: top level of beach or structure. 

 

Crest width: horizontal extent of crest. 

 

The model allows for an upper and lower beach or wall slope that may or 

may not be separated by a horizontal berm. 

 

 

Toe level: the elevation of the beach or structure toe. 

 

Wall roughness: a coefficient to account for frictional effects on the beach or 

wall. 
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3.4.3 Model parameters 
Setup>Model parameters>YGOR simulation parameters: used to define the fit coefficients to be used 

in YGOR simulations (see Sections 3.5.5 and 4.17.1). The current values can be viewed on the 

Site/Simulation tab. 

 

 

The Origin position and date allow the forecast to be adjusted so that the 

forecast position matches the origin on the specified date. 

 

The values for equilibrium slope, a, equilibrium intercept, b, accretion 

rate, C+, erosion rate, C- and the initial offset are the fit parameters for 

the YGOR model obtained by fitting a data set (see Section 4.17.1). 

 

 

 

 

 

This field is used to report the Root Means Square Error on the 

Site/Simulation tab when the YGOR fitting function has been used to 

derive the fit parameters a, b, C+, C- and offset. 

 

 

 

 



 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

10 

 

Setup>Model parameters> BMV simulation parameters: used to define the parameters needed to run 

the BMV simulation (see Section 3.5.5 and 4.17.2). The current values can be viewed on the 

Site/Simulation tab. 

Sediment sphericity, S, from literature or data 

Beach porosity, ϕ, from literature or data 

Typical sediment grain size of the beach sediment (in metres). 

Indicative upper dune slope, for the profile data set 

Indicative upper beach slope, of the profile data set (used to initialise 

estimate of runup slope). 

Indicative beach crest level, Zc for the profile data set, or co-ordinate pair, 

Xc, Zc. 

High water level used to define upper limit of the equilibrium profile 

Low water level, used to define lower limit of the equilibrium profile 

The minimum distance over the study period from the origin to high 

water 

The UI on the right is followed by the following UI: 

Setup coefficient, scaling of wave setup at 

the shoreline (used in runup slope 

formula) 

Runup coefficient, scales runup based on Iribarren number 

Dune berm factor, proportion of berm and slope between toe of dune 

and the limit of wave runup. 

The breaker index to use (defines the limit of the surf zone closure 

options 1 and 2. 

The period (in days) prior to the date of a measured profile over which 

wave data are averaged.  

Empirical coefficient option for the equilibrium profile: 

1. Using coefficients defined in Bernabeu et al (2003b) 

2. Using coefficients defined in Bernabeu et al (2003a)  

Define the limits of the surf and shoal zones using one of 3 options 

1. hr = breaker index x Hs, ha = 0.008gT2 

2. hr = breaker index x Hs, ha = 3Hs 

3. hr and ha defined using Hallermeier equations (Hallermeier, 1981). 

 

Beach adjustment method: 

1. Using the “minimum profile” for all adjustments 

2. Using the profile from the previous time step 

Fit using 3 or 7 parameters: 

1. Using the parameters for the “dune” profile: i.e. setup coefficient, runup coefficient, dune berm 

factor defined above. 

2. Using the upper “dune” profile parameters, as in option 1, and the equilibrium profile coefficients. 

The initial estimates defined by the option selected for the Empirical coefficients are relaxed to fit the 

entire profile. 
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Setup>Model parameters>Model constants: Various constants are defined for use in models, such as 

the acceleration due to gravity, viscosity and density of sea water, and density of sediment. Generally, 

the default values are appropriate (9.81, 1.36e-6, 1025 , 2650 respectively) but these can be adjusted 

and saved with the project if required. 

3.4.4 Data clean-up 
Setup>Data clean-up>Concatenate two timeseries: allows two timeseries data sets to be joined. Two 

records, or two variables, of a similar type can be joined to form a single timeseries or timeseries 

collection. The user is prompted to select the timeseries records to be used (only records of the same 

type are shown for the second selection).  If there is an overlap in time, the user is prompted to select 

which timeseries to use for the overlap. The option is then provided to create a new timeseries based 

on selecting a Single variable or a timeseries collection that concatenates All variables. For single 

variables they can have different variable names. For All variables, the selected records must have the 

same set of variables with the same names. This is useful to merge data sets from different sites to 

extend the record. 

Setup>Data clean-up>Resample timeseries: allows a selected timeseries to be resampled at user 

specified interval, using a user specified method (e.g. mean/max/min over the interval). This can be 

useful to reduce size of a data set (e.g. long tidal records before using the data in models). 

Setup>Data clean-up>Patch timeseries: allows gaps in a selected timeseries to be patched using the 

data from another timeseries that overlaps the primary timeseries (at least for some or all of the gaps). 

The function assumes that the primary data set has time intervals defined with no data (NaNs). These 

times are matched with coincident times in the timeseries used to make the patch (there is currently no 

interpolation in time) and the data values of the patch timeseries are added to the primary timeseries. 

Setup>Data clean-up>Trim timeseries: allows the start and end dates of a timeseries to be modified. 

Setup>Data clean-up>Delete multiple profiles: allows all profile data sets with less than ‘N’ surveys 

available to be deleted. The user selects a threshold for the minimum number of time steps required to 

retain a profile. Useful for reducing the number of profiles when analysing long-term change. 

Setup>Data clean-up>Edit or Delete profile in timeseries: options to scroll through all profiles in the 

data set of select individual profiles and then to either edit or delete individual profiles. For editing 

profiles this is easier to use than the Project>Cases>Edit Data Set option. 

 

3.5 Run 
3.5.1 Wave properties 
Run> Wave properties>Deepwater Waves:  

Run> Wave properties>Nearshore Waves:  

Run> Wave properties>Wind-waves:  

Run> Wave properties>Spectral Transfer:  

 

Run> Wave properties>Wave Power:  

Run> Wave properties>Runup:  

Run> Wave properties>Littoral Drift:  

Run> Wave properties>X-shore Transport:  

Run> Wave properties>Overtopping:  

Run> Wave properties>Iribarren Number:  
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All of these models require the Site parameters to have been defined (except Spectral Transfer)3. 

Overtopping also requires the Structure parameters to be defined (even if this is being used to calculate 

beach overtopping). If there is only one wave data source of offshore data, the models run without 

additional input. If there is more than one possible source, the user is prompted to select a wave data 

source. The same is true for water levels, although the model will also run if there are no water levels 

available, and uses a still water level of 0mOD. The first three models listed above use imported data 

as input, the subsequent models all use a nearshore wave data set as input. Hence the Nearshore waves 

model needs to be run before running these other models.  

The results are listed on the Models tab and can be checked visually on the Q-Plot tab or selected for 

use in one of the analysis or plotting UIs. 

The Wind-Wave model requires a fetch file to be loaded (see Appendix A for format). For each 

location to be modelled, the fetch file defines the fetch exposure as a function of direction. The file 

Test_Fetch_Lengths.txt is an example file. This defines the fetch lengths at the site in 10-degree 

intervals, measured from true north (defined at intervals from 0 to 350 degrees, even if the fetch is 

zero for some directions). 

The Spectral Transfer option uses a Spectral Transfer table from the WaveRayModel to transfer an 

offshore timeseries to an inshore point. This requires a SpectralTransfer table to have been imported 

from the WaveRayModel App using Project> Export/Import>Import Case. For further details of the 

how the model works  and input requirements see the WaveRayModel App manual. 

The Littoral Drift model prompts the user to select which formulation to use. See Section 4.7 for 

further details on the options. Note: this model uses the shoreline angle defined in Site settings (which 

can be different to the value used to compute the nearshore wave climate). 

 

3.5.2 Beach properties 
Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Volumes: a list box prompts the user to select a beach profile from 

those currently loaded. Once the data is retrieved a plot is shown with all of the profiles for the 

selected location and a separate dialogue box prompting the Minimum X distance and Minimum Z 

elevation. Values are suggested based on 

the data available but these can be adjusted 

to suit the analysis. ON clicking OK, a 

defining rectangle is added to the plot 

(dashed red line) and there are also buttons 

to accept or reject the definition. If the 

definition is rejected, the user is prompted 

to amend the Minimum values. Once 

accepted the analysis proceeds and the 

resulting volume parameters (strictly area 

per metre run of beach) are listed on the 

Models tab.  

 

3 Models use the current settings of the Setup> Site parameters>Wave propagation when the model is run. 

The Deepwater and Nearshore wave models use the following site parameters: offshore bed level, inshore bed 
level, angle of contours at offshore wave data location, angle of contours at shoreline, friction coefficient, 
beach crest level, upper beach slope, bed level 1km from shore, flags for wave breaking model; 
The other models use the following parameters where required: upper beach slope, bed level 1km from shore, 
angle of shoreline from north, grain size d50, drift coefficient. 
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The results are also tabulated on the Calcs/Volumes tab and can be copied to the clipboard for use in 

other applications. 

 

Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Shoreline position: the analysis of shoreline position is very similar 

to beach volumes. Initially the user selects a profile from the list provided. A figure then shows the 

profiles and initial level at which shoreline position (x distance) will be evaluated, together with the 

upper and lower bounds for estimating the 

average slope at the selected elevation. Once 

completed the plot is redrawn showing the mid-

point and upper and lower bounds on each 

profile that will be used in the analysis of 

position and slope. The buttons on the figure 

allow the user to reject the solution and define a 

new elevation and limits or proceed to the 

analyis. The start distance is for profiles that 

have a crest and backslope. The start distance 

should be set beyond the distance of the crest to 

avoid two sets of distances being found (i.e. on 

the front and back sides of the beach). 

The results are also tabulated on the Calcs/Shoreline tab and can be copied to the clipboard for use in 

other applications. 
 

Beach properties are saved with a label generated from the source data set. If more than one analysis is 

performed with the same source data set the output has the same label with the addition of a sequential 

number. To edit the default label use Project>Cases>Edit Description. 

 

Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Location plot: if some beach profiles have been loaded the first 

profile at each location can be plotted to produce a map of profile locations. 

 

Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Centroid plot: if volumes for a set of profiles have been calculated 

(use Profiles>Volumes) a plot of the movement of the profile centroid can be plotted. To produce a 

plot of the beach centroid over time:  

(i) run the Volumes model for a profile; 

(ii) select Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Centroid plot; 

(iii) select the profile to use; 

(iv) select whether to number or assign a time stamp to the output; 

(v) select the dates to subdivide the record into intervals (hold down 'Ctrl' button to make multiple 

selections, or just accept without making any selections to plot the full trace as one line); 

(vi) select how frequently the output should be numbered or time-stamped. Default value of zero 

only labels the dates defined in step (v). If a marker interval is defined (>0) then time labels 

are added at this interval but the line work is coloured according to the sub-periods defined in 

step (v); 
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(vii) data input ui shows the minimum x 

and z values of the current axes. 

Accept or modify the extent to plot 

the same range on both axes press 

OK, or press Cancel to leave the plot 

unchanged. This can be useful to 

avoid visual distortion of the x and z 

dimensions. 

This produces the style of plot shown here.  

 

 

 

 

Run> Beach properties>Profiles>Space-time plot: if volumes or shoreline position have been 

calculated, a surface plot of the change in a volume property (vol, m0, x1, z1, bs) or a position 

property (chainage, slope) can be generated for a selected set of profiles and plotted as a function of 

time (x) and alongshore position (y). 

Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Shoreline: a list dialogue allows the user to select several 

profiles (or use Select All button) to define a beach “set”. The elevation that is to be used to define the 

“shoreline” is then requested. This routine makes use of some of the properties set in Setup> Site 

parameters>Wave propagation, including the angle of the shoreline from True North (degTN). beach 

crest level, or high-water level (mOD), the upper beach slope above mean tide level (MTL) and the 

bed elevation 1km from shore (see Sections 3.4.2 and 4.2.3). The output is saved as both: 

• Chainage: the movement of the “shoreline” as a distance from the baseline as a new variable 

in the dataset for each profile. 

• Eastings & Northings: the Easting and Northing location of the “shoreline” on each profile. 

• Beach slope (as bs in 1:bs) of the profile over the range +/-0.5m of the shoreline elevation. 

• Orientation of the extracted shoreline at the defined elevation. 

• Regression parameters for Chainage, Slope, and Orientation (shoreline angle degTN). 

Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Change plot: generates a plot of the E,N shoreline positions 

for the selected beach “set” as a series of shorelines for each time sample. Output can also be plotted 

as a function of profile location along the shore rather than E,N points. This allows the changes in 

chainage (distance from profile baseline), beach slope and beach orientation to be plotted. 

Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Rates plot: generates a plot of the rate of change of shoreline 

position and beach slope for the selected beach “set”.  The plots show the slope of the regression line 

for each variable and the associated standard error. The rate of shoreline change is in m/yr. The beach 

slope is defined in terms of the horizontal distance, bs, for a unit change in vertical elevation and the 

rate of change of bs is therefore also m/yr.  

Run> Beach properties>Beach Type: uses inshore wave data to estimate the dimensionless fall 

velocity (which can be used to characterise beach type – see Section 4.10). If there is more than one 

wave data set available, the user is prompted to select one. Results can be used to identify beach type: 

as: dfv>=6: dissipative, dfv<6 & dfv>1: intermediate, dfv<=1: reflective. 

Run> Beach properties>Crenulate Bay: plots crenulate (also known as zeta) bays on an image or 

shoreline. Select image or shoreline and either import image (e.g., an aerial jpg, png, etc), or use a set 

of beach profiles to generate a shoreline over the user selected sub-set at a user specified profile 

elevation. The user is then prompted to interactively select a spiral control point and the end point of 



 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

15 

 

the bay on the plot. A further UI prompts for the wave crest angle, the angle the wave crest makes with 

the control line, and the direction of spiral rotation. The resulting crenulate bay is added to the plot and 

the UI reappears, allowing input values to be modified. Press Cancel to exit the updating loop. Note 

there is an option to retain or delete crenulate bay linework with each iteration. However, delete 

removes all previous linework. 

For further details of the method used see Section 4.15. 

Run> Beach properties>Shore profile: plots an idealised profile on the Calcs>Profile tab. The user is 

prompted to select an inshore wave data set and then either define a wave condition (Hs and Tp) or 

specify a percentile value to use. The profile is based on the parameters defined using Setup>Model 

parameters> BMV simulation parameters (see Section 3.4.2). Closure Option 3 gives Za and Zr based 

on Hallermeier’s algorithm (Hallermeier, 1981). Other options are based on the set-up for the BMV 

model (see Section 4.17.2). 

Run> Beach properties>Dean profile: plots an idealised Dean profile on the Calcs>Profile tab. The 

profile is based on the parameters defined using Setup> Site parameters>Wave propagation: (see 

Section 3.4.2). This profile model is used to compute shoreface slopes in the wave propagation model 

that iterates to find wave heights on the edge of the surf zone (see Section 4.2.3). 

 

3.5.3 Tidal Analysis 
Water level data can be analysed to obtain the tidal constituents, or the constituents can be used to 

reconstruct a tide only water level time series (see Section 4.11 for further details). 

Run>Tidal analysis>Analysis: a list box prompts the user to select a water level data set and this is 

passed to ut_solv with the ‘lat’ property left blank, ‘const’ set to ‘auto’ and the following options 

included: 'NodsatNone','White','NoDiagn'. For details of the methods used and alternative analysis 

options see the ut_tide manual. The estimated constituents are output to the Command Window and 

the source data, predicted record and the differences are plotted. The predicted record and constituents 

can be saved. 

Run>Tidal analysis>Reconstruction: a list box prompts the user to select an existing tidal analysis 

data set and then to define the data range and time interval to be used for the predictions. The saved 

constituents are used to predict the tides for the defined date range and saved as a dataset using 

ut_reconstr. 

Water level data can be used to generate tidal constituents and predict tidal data for periods of time not 

covered by the water level data. The source water level data can then be merged with the tidal data to 

give a more complete record using Setup>Data clean-up>Patch timeseries, selecting the water levels 

as the primary dataset and tidal dataset for the patches. 
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3.5.4 Derive Output 
Time series data that have been added (either as data or modelled values) can be used to derive new 

variables using the Run>Derive Output menu option. The UI allows the user to select data and use a 

chosen selection of data/variable/range to 

define either a Variable, or Time. Each data set 

is sampled for the defined data range. If the 

data set being sampled includes NaNs the 

default is for these to be included (button to 

right of Var-limits is set to ‘+N’). To exclude 

NaNs press the button so that it displays ‘-N’.  

The selection is assigned by clicking one of the 

X, Y or Z buttons. The user is prompted to 

select a Variable or one of its Dimensions (e.g. 

time) and assign the range for the selection. An 

equation is then defined in the text box below 

using the x, y, z or t variables4. Based on the 

user selection the routine applies the defined 

variable ranges to derive a new variable. In addition text inputs required by the call and the model 

object (mobj) can also be passed. Comments can be used to pass additional instructions, such as the 

inclusion of the RowNames in the output to be saved as a new dataset, using either %time or %rows. 

For example, any of the following could be entered into the equation box: 

x.^2+y   %time 

myfunction1(x,y,t,'usertext')  

myfunction2(x,mobj) 

The output from function calls can be figures or tables, a single numeric value, or a dataset to be saved 

(character vector or array). External functions must return output as a cell array with the new variable 

in the first cell and data to be used to define RowNames in the second cell. If the %time or %rows 

instruction is included in the call, row data are added providing that the length of the input dataset 

matches the output dataset. If there is no output to be passed back the function should return a cell 

array containing the string 'no output' to suppress the message box, which is used for single value 

outputs. For expressions that return a result that is the same length as one, or more, of the variables 

used in the call, there is also the option to add the variable to one of the input datasets as a new 

variable. In all there are three ways in which results can be saved: 

1. Expression or function returns a result that is the same number of rows as one or more of the input 

datasets. Option to (a) add as a new variable to an existing data set, or (b) create a new dataset 

with no assignement to the RowNames property. 

2. As (1) with the comment of %time or %rows in the call. Attempts to use the RowNames property 

of one of the inputs to define RowNames in a new dataset. Requires the input variables to have 

same number of rows. (Plan to add interpolation so this may change). 

3. Expression or function returns a result with a new variable and time time in a 2-element cell array. 

The variable is saved as a new dataset. 

An alternative when calling external functions is to pass the selected variables as dstables, thereby also 

passing all the associated metadata and RowNames for each dataset selected. For this option up to 3 

variables can be selected but they are defined in the call using dst, for example: 

 

4 Various pre-defined function templates can be accessed using the ‘Function’ button. Alternatively, text can be 

pasted into the equation box from the clipboard by right clicking in the text box with the mouse. 
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myfunction3(dst,'usertext',mobj) 

This passes the selected variables as a struct array of dstables to the function. Using this syntax the 

function can return a dstable, or struct of dstables, or a cell array containing one or more data sets. The 

options for saving the data are the same, with the additional option that when a dstable, or struct of 

dstables, is returned, these are saved directly and it is assumed that the dsproperties have been defined 

in the function called. 

Some further details on using this option and the ‘Function’ library available are provided in Section 

4.16.  

 

3.5.5 Simulation 
The simulation menu option provides access to two simulation models: the so called YGOR and BMV 

models. Whilst both models simulate change for a single cross-shore transect (profile), the YGOR 

model simulates the change in shoreline position at some chosen elevation over time. In contrast, the 

BMV model considers an idealised profile and examines how the section volume and centroid change 

over time. Further background to the models is provided in Section 4.17.  

The two models are accessed via the respective tabs on the Simulation UI. The UI’s for the two 

models are similar but the selections required for each model are different.  

 

For the YGOR model the inputs required are: 

1. a timeseries of the forcing variable, such as 

wave energy. Yates et al (2009) a surrogate 

for wave energy (e.g. Hsi2/16) which must be 

setup as new data set derived from the 

Nearshore wave timeseries using the Derive 

Output UI (Run>Derive Output). 

2. a timeseries of shoreline positions. These 

can be loaded as a data set, or generated from 

a profile data set using the Run>Beach 

properties>Profiles>Shoreline position: 

model. 

The two data sets are assigned to the Waves 

and Shore buttons, respectively. Any bounds on the data selection, for magnitude or time, should be 

defined using the Var-limits and Time range boxes before assigning the variable to the Wave or Shore 

buttons. A description of the selection made is given in the text box alongside the button.  

To derive a set of fit coefficients from an observed data set use the ‘Fit model’ option. The computes a 

set of fit coefficients which can be saved, viewed on the Site/Simulation tab and edited using the 

Setup>Run parameters>YGOR simulation parameters menu option (see Section 3.4.3). 

To use the model to make a projection/forecast use the ‘Simulation’ option. For this option, the fit 

coefficients to be used need to have been defined using the Setup>Run parameters>YGOR simulation 

parameters menu option (see Section 3.4.3). When running a simulation, as well as selecting a wave 

variable for the desired period, it is necessary to select the shoreline data set that was used to “fit” the 

model. Further explanation and details of the workflow are given in Section 4.17.1. 

On the ‘Model option’ drop-down list there is also an option to ‘Preload mean forcing’. For very large 

data sets loading the data can take some time. When using the ‘Fit model’ option to try multiple fits 

this can be time consuming. This option allows the mean values of the forcing between profile surveys 

to be added to the selected shoreline position data set.  Subsequent runs using the ‘Fit model’ option, 
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use these saved mean values rather than re-calculating them. If different wave climates are used, or 

different variables are used, in Preload mean forcing, the mean values are saved as a new variable. 

When running Fit Model, the user is prompted to select a mean data set of there is more than one mean 

wave data set available. 

NB. The mean forcing values between profile surveys are used to make an initial estimate of the fit 

parameters ‘a’ and ‘b’ but are not used for the subsequent optimisation which uses the full wave 

timeseries. 

The model is initialised using the Run button and the selection can be cleared using the Clear button.  

 

The BMVmodel is under development 

 

3.5.6 Vulnerability 
There are two options accessible from the Run menu to examine beach vulnerability: 

Run> Vulnerability>BVI site: runs a form of Beach Vulnerability Index for a single location. A 

prerequisite is that there must be at least one case available for each of the following models: 

• Nearshore waves: Run> Wave properties>Nearshore Waves 

• Runup: Run> Wave properties>Runup 

• Littoral drift: Run> Wave properties>Littoral Drift 

• Cross-shore transport: Run> Wave properties>X-shore 

Transport 

• Shoreline: Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Shoreline 

Different scenarios can be considered by generating multiple cases 

of the above models and then selecting different combinations in 

the Vulnerability UI. Results are averaged over the profiles used in 

the selected Shoreline model case. The tabulated results are 

presented in a stand-alone figure. For details of how the BVI is 

calculated see Section 4.18.1. 

Run> Vulnerability>BVI profile set: runs a more complex version of the Beach Vulnerability Index 

for a beach defined by a set of beach profiles. The models used are similar to those for the Single site 

option but are run for all profiles as part of the simulation rather than being run beforehand. The pre-

requisites are that the Site Run parameters for the wave model have been defined and the Nearshore 

wave model has been run (see Sections 3.4.2 and 3.5.1). The user selects which profiles to include to 

define a beach “set” of profiles, defines the number of years to be considered as the exposure period 

(default is 1 year) and selects which nearshore wave data set to use (if there are more than one). The 

tabulated results are presented on the Calcs>Shoreline tab. The results for the Mean Tide Level 

(0mOD) shoreline change used in the analysis can be viewed in the same way as other Shore change 

results using the Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Change plot and Rates plot menu options. 

For details of how the BVI is calculated see Section 4.18.2. 

Run> Vulnerability>BVI set plot generates a plot of the indices as a function of beach profiles along 

the shore. 

 

3.5.7 User Model 
This class is provided for the user to add their own models by defining a new model class (see Section 

5.2 for further details on how to add a model). 
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3.6 Analysis 
Analysis allows data and model variables to be plotted or used in various forms of statistical analysis.  

3.6.1 Plotting 
Analysis>Plots: initialises the Plot UI to select variables and produce various types of plot. The user 

selects the Data set, Variable, Time interval and any Scaling option to be applied from a series of drop 

down lists, Figure 3. There are then buttons to create a New figure or Add or Delete variables from an 

existing figure.  

Alongside the Data set drop down menus there are various button, which alter properties, or selection: 

→ : updates the list of Cases  

XY :  swaps the X and Y axes 

+ : switches between cartesian and polar plot type 

[NB: not all buttons are included on all plotting UIs]. 

The plotting UI has seven tabs:  

Timeseries - to handle time series plotting;  

Profiles - to handle plotting of beach profiles;  

Rose - for wind and wave rose plots, or polar plots; 

2D - for a range of types of plot with two variables (line, scatter, bar etc); 

3D- for a range of surface plots 

2DT-animates a 2D plot 

3DT- animates a 3D plot 

Figure 3 - Plot menus and notes on their use  

 

Time series plot 

The X variable is time and does not need to be set. 

> Select a Case, Dataset and Variable to plot. 

The Y variable can be scaled (log, normalised, etc) 

and the range to be plotted can be adjusted from the 

range values when assigning a variable to the TSvar 

button. 

> Select plot type (line, bar, scatter, stem, etc) 

Buttons: 

New – generate a new figure 

Add – add data to an existing figure 

Delete – remove selected data from an existing figure 
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Profiles plot 

> Select Case, Dataset and Variable (only cases that 

are beach profile data are shown). 

> For X-Y chainage-elevation plots of one or more 

profiles use the New/Add/Delete buttons. The popup 

UI lists the surveys available. This UI returns after 

each plot until Cancel is used to exit. 

> By assigning a selection to the ’Profile 1’ button 

and time to the ‘T or PrN’ button, a surface plot of the 

variable as a function of chainage and time is 

produced. 

> By assigning a start profile to the ’Profile 1’ button 

and an end profile to the ‘T or PrN’ button, plots of 

the variable as a function chainage and alongshore 

position are produced. The option is provided to plot 

individual survey dates, or an animation. Animation 

figures include buttons to replay and/or save the 

output. Alternatively, use the Save button on the Plot 

Selection UI to save the most recently created 

animation as an mp4 or avi file. The Clear button to 

resets the UI to an empty selection  

 

 

Rose plot 

The Direction variable is selected by default. 

> Select Scenario, Variable, Scaling, Limits, date 

range and Plot type. 

Prompted to use a polar or a rose plot.  

Additional variables can be added and deleted for 

polar plots. A second rose plot can be added to a 

rose plot but there is no delete option for this plot 

type. 

 

 

2D plot 

For each selection choose the  Case, Dataset and 

Variable to be used. 

> Assign a variable, or a dimension, to the Var and X 

buttons to set the Y and X axes, respectively 

Each selection can be scaled (log, normalised, etc) 

and the range to be plotted can be adjusted when 

assigning the selection to a button. 

> Select plot type (line, bar, scatter, stem, etc) 

Control Buttons: 

→ : updates the list of Cases  

XY :  swaps the X and Y axes 

+ : switches between cartesian and polar plot type 

If polar selected then Ind assumed to be in degrees. 
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3D plot 

For each selection choose the  Case, Dataset and 

Variable to be used. 

> Assign selections to the Var, X and Y buttons 

Take care to ensure that the assignments to X and Y 

correctly match the dimensions selected for the 

variable (including any adjustment of the dimension 

ranges to be used). 

> Select plot type. 

 

Control Buttons: see 2D plot above. 

 

2DT animation 

For each selection choose the  Case, Dataset and 

Variable to be used. 

> Assign a variable, or a dimension, to the Var, Time 

and X buttons. 

Each selection can be scaled (log, normalised, etc) 

and the range to be plotted can be adjusted when 

assigning the selection to a button. 

> Select plot type (line, bar, scatter, stem, etc) 

Control Buttons: 

→ : updates the list of Cases  

+ : switches between cartesian and polar plot type 

If polar selected, then X assumed to be in degrees and 

when prompted select Polar and NOT Rose. 

 

3DT animation 

For each selection choose the  Case, Dataset and 

Variable to be used. 

> Assign selections to the Var, Time, X and Y buttons 

Take care to ensure that the assignments to Time, X 

and Y correctly match the dimensions selected for the 

variable (including any adjustment of the dimension 

ranges to be used). 

> Select plot type. 

 

Control Buttons: see 2DT plot above. 
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The selection UI for plotting profiles on the profiles tab includes the options to 

plot ‘All profiles’, ‘Winter profiles’, or ‘Summer profiles’. These options are 

appended to the end of the list of survey dates. Winter is defined as October-

March and Summer is defined as April-September. Multiple profile plots have a 

colour order that proceeds from dark blue for the earliest profile to dark red for 

the most recent. When there are too may profiles to include a legend a colour bar 

is included instead. When a profile is clicked on with the mouse the date is 

displayed in the Matlab™ Command Window. This applies to all multi-line plots 

that have a date stamp. 

 

 

 

Example plots: 

 

 

 

 

 

It is easy to rapidly generate a lot of plots. When the Plotting UI is closed, the user is given the option 

to delete all the plots generated by the Plotting UI. Alternatively, all the current plots can be deleted 

using Tools>Clear all>Figures.  

Setting the plot Type to User calls a user defined function as explained in Section 5.4. 

 

3.6.2 Statistics 
Analysis> Statistics: several statistical analysis options have been included within the Statistical 

Analysis GUI. The tabs are for General statistics, Timeseries statistics, model comparisons using a 

Taylor Plot, and the generation of a new record based on the statistics over the Intervals defined by 

another timeseries. 

General tab 
The General tab allows the user to apply the following statistics to data loaded in ModelUI:  

1) Descriptive for X: general statistics of a variable (mean, standard deviation, minimum, maximum, 

sum and linear regression fit parameters). Only X 

needs to be defined. The range of the variable can be 

adjusted when it is assigned to the X button (see 

Section 3.9). If the variable being used is a multi-

dimensional matrix (>2D), the user is prompted to 

define the range or each additional dimension, or 

select a value at which to sample. The function can 

return statistics for a vector or a 2D array. 

 

The results are tabulated on the Stats>General tab and 

can be copied to the clipboard for use in other 

applications. 
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2) Regression: generates a regresion plot of the dependent variable, Y, 

against the independed variable, X. For time series data, the default data 

range is the maximum period of overlap of the two records. For other data 

types the two variables must have the same number of data points. After 

pressing the Select button, the user is prompted to select the type of model 

to be used for the regression. The results are output as a plot with details of 

the regression fit in the plot title. 

 

 

 

3) Cross-correlation: generates a cross-corrleation plot of 

the reference variable, X, and the lagged variable, X (uses 

the Matlab ‘xcorr’ function). For time series data, the 

default data range is the maximum period of overlap of 

the two records. For other data types the two variables 

must have the same number of data points. This produces 

a plot of the cross-correlation as a function of the lag in 

units selected by the user. 

 

4) User: calls the function user_stats.m, in which the user can implement their own analysis methods 

and display results in the UI or add output to the project Catalogue (see Section 5.3 for further 

details). Currently implements an analysis of clusters as detailed for Timeseries data below. 

 
Timeseries tab 
The Timeseries tab allows the user to select a single Timeseries variable and apply any of the 

following statistics:  

1) Descriptive: general statistics of a variable (mean, standard deviation, minimum, maximum, 

sum and linear regression fit parameters). The results are tabulated in a new window and can 

be copied to the clipboard for use in other applications. 
 

Various ‘seasonal’ sub-divisions can be defined. The required 

option is selected from the table in the UI, by selecting a Syntax 

cell and then closing the UI.  

The next UI prompts for a threshold for calms (values below threshold 

are deemed to be “calm” conditions) and allows the selected ‘seasonal 

‘divisions to be changed (if the desired option is not in the default list), 

or edited. The divisions can be expressed in several ways, as detailed 

below: 

Script Result 

1 Descriptive statistics for the full-time series 

[1:1:12].’ Descriptive statistics for the full-time series and monthly 

values (the .’ creates a column vector). 

[12,1,2; 3,4,5; 6,7,8; 9,10,11] 

 

Descriptive statistics for the full-time series and seasons based 

on groupings – Dec-Feb, Mar-May, Jun-Aug, Sep-Nov shown. 
 

When seasonal statistics are produced with more than 2 seasons a plot is generated. This can be a 

cartesian or polar plot of the mean values with error bars used to depict +/- one standard deviation. 

The polar plot maps the year as one revolution.  
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2) Peaks: generates a new timeseries of peaks over a defined threshold. There are three methods 

that can be selected: 

1 = all peaks above the threshold; 

2 = the peak value within each up-down crossing of threshold; and 

3 = peaks that have a separation of at least ‘tint’ hours. 

4 = maximum values that are separated by at least ‘tint’ hours. 

For options 3 and 45, the separation between peaks (‘tint’) is also defined in the pop-up UI. 

This can be used to try and ensure that peaks are independent. The peaks are marked on a plot 

with the defined threshold. If rejected, new values can be defined. If accepted a new timeseries 

is added. This has the class of the Data Type that was used as the source timeseries but is not 

appended to that timeseries because the date/times are a subset of the source. 

3) Clusters: The selection process is similar to peaks, where the user defines a threshold, 

selection method and time between peaks (for method 3). In addition, the cluster interval is 

defined in days. This is the period of time separating two peaks for them to be no longer 

considered part of a cluster (e.g. if a sequence of storms occurs every few days they will form 

a cluster. If there is then a gap of, say, 31 days to the next storm, with a cluster time interval of 

30 days this would be considered as part of the next cluster). Once a selection has been made, 

a plot is generated that shows the peaks for each cluster with a different symbol. The user can 

either choose a different definition, or accept the definition. Once accepted, the results are 

added as a new timeseries, with the class of the Data Type that was used as the source 

timeseries. Two values are stored at the time of each peak in the clusters: the magnitude of the 

peak; and the number of the cluster to which it belongs (numbered sequentially from the start). 

This allows the data for individual clusters to be retrieved, if required. 

4) Extremes: The selection process is similar to peaks, where the user defines a threshold, 

selection method and time between peaks (for method 3). A figure is generated with two plots. 

The left-hand plot shows the peaks for the defined threshold and the right-hand plots shows 

the mean excess above the threshold (circles), the 95% confidence interval (dotted red lines) 

and the number of peaks (vertical bars + right hand axis) as a function of threshold. This plot 

can be used to help identify a suitable threshold for the peak-over-threshold extremes analysis 

method. The user can either choose a different definition, or accept the definition. Once 

accepted, the user is prompted to select a plot type. Options are: None; Type 1 – a single 

return period plot; Type 2 – a composite plot showing the probability, quantile, return period 

and density plots. See Coles (2001) for further details of the method used and the background 

to these plots. The results are tabulated on the Stats/Extremes tab and can be copied to the 

clipboard for use in other applications. 

5) Poisson Stats: user is prompted to select a threshold, method and peak separation (see Peaks 

above) and the function generates a plot of the peak magnitude, time between peaks 

(interarrival time) and the duration above the threshold for each peak. The plot shows a 

histogram of each variable and the exponential pdf derived from the data, along with the 

 value for the fit. 

6) Hurst Exponent: user is prompted to select from one of 3 methods, which are based on 

different computation routines taken from the Matlab Forum, as follows:  

1= Chiarello matrix method 

2=Abramov loop code 

 

5 Option 3 finds the peaks (values that are greater than the values before and after) and checks for a separation 

between the peaks. Option 4 sorts the date in descending order and finds the maximum values in the record that 

are separated by the required interval. 
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3=Aalok-Ihlen code 

4=Aste using unweighted option.  

Methods 1 and 2 are similar, whereas method 3 explores the effect of scale and method 4 

derives the unweighted generalized Hurst exponent. The main difference between the first two 

methods is that Abramov uses a different form for S, rather than the Matlab standard deviation 

function (std). 

The Hurst parameter H is a measure of the extent of long-range dependence in a time series 

(while it has another meaning in the context of self-similar processes). H takes on values from 

0 to 1. A value of 0.5 indicates the absence of long-range dependence. The closer H is to 1, the 

greater the degree of persistence or long-range dependence. H less that 0.5 corresponds to a 

lack of persistence, which as the opposite of LRD indicates strong negative correlation so that 

the process fluctuates violently.   H is also directly related to fractal dimension, D, where 1 < 

D < 2, such that D = 2 - H. 

This is experimental code (for code see .../muitoolbox/psfunctions/hurst_exponent.m, 

hurst_aalok_ihlen.m and genhurstw.m) and the user should refer to the background literature 

for further details. (Di Matteo et al., 2003; Pacheco et al., 2008; Ihlen, 2012; Morales et al., 

2012; Sutcliffe et al., 2016; Abramov and Khan, 2017; Antoniades et al., 2021; Brandi and Di 

Matteo, 2021). 

7) User: calls user_stats.m function, where the user can define a workflow, accessing data and 

functions already provided by the particular App, or the muitoolbox (see Section 5.3 for 

further details). The sample code can be found in the psfunctions folder and illustrates the 

workflow to produce a clusters plot. Some code in the header (commented out) shows how to 

get a time series using the handles passed to the function (obj and mobj). This code would get 

the same timeseries as the one passed to the function. However, by modifying the ‘options’ 

variable it is possible to access other timeseries variables. 

 

Taylor tab 
The Taylor tab allows the user to create a Taylor Plot using 1D or 2D data (e.g timeseries or grids): 

A Reference dataset and a Test dataset are selected. Datasets need to be the same length if 1D, or same 

size if 2D. If the data are timeseries they are clipped to a time-period that is common to both, or any 

user defined interval that lies within this clipped period. The statistics (mean, standard deviation, 

correlation coefficient and centred root mean square error) are computed, normalized using the 

reference standard deviation and plotted on a polar Taylor diagram (Taylor, 2001).  

[The ModelSkill App provides additional tools to test data and the ModelSkill App manual provides 

further details of the methods used.] 

Selecting New generates a new Taylor Plot. Selecting the Add button adds the current selection to an 

existing plot and the Delete button deletes the current selection. The Clear button resets the UI to a 

blank selection.  
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Once New or Add are selected, the user is asked 

whether they want to plot the skill score (Yes/No). If 

Yes, then the user is prompted to set the skill score 

parameters.  As further points are added to the plot, 

this selection remains unchanged (i.e. the skill score 

is or is not included). To reset the option it is 

necessary to close and reopen the Statistics UI.  

If the number of points in the Reference and Test 

datasets are not the same the user is prompted to 

select which of the two to use for interpolation.     

 

 

 

This is the maximum achievable correlation (see Taylor (2001) for 

discussion of how this is used). 

Exponent used in computing the skill score (see Section 4.19.2). 

Number of points (+/-W) used to define a local window around the ith 

point. If W=0 (default) the local skill score is not computed. 

Local skill score is computed for window around every grid cell (=1), 

or computes score for all non-overlapping windows (=0) 

Window definition to sub-sample grid for the computation of the 

average local skill score. Format is [xMin, xMax, yMin, yMax]. 

 

(a) time series skill score plot 

 

(b) grid skill score plot 

 

 

The Taylor Plot shows the Reference point as a green cross and the Test points as coloured circles. 

The legend details the summary statistics and the Case List button generate a table figure listing all the 

results. These can be copied to the clipboard. 



 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

27 

 

 Taylor diagram legend includes: B – bias; E’’ – 

normalised RMS difference 

The normalised standard deviation and correlation 

coefficient are also given in the Case List table, 

along with the global skill score, Sg, and the 

average local skill score, Sl. 

 

 

Intervals tab 
The Intervals tab allows the user to compute selected simple statistics of a timeseries variable for the 

intervals between the times recorded in another timeseries. For example, the mean wave power 

between beach profile surveys. 

The Reference dataset defines the time intervals to be used. As only the times are used it does not 

matter which variable is selected. The Sample dataset is the timeseries variable to be used. The 

analysis is run using the Select button and the user is prompted to define the statistical function. 

 

The UI provides a list of the functions that can be used. 

[Any function that simply requires a single variable as an 

input could be used. To modify the list, edit the variable 

‘statoptions’ in muiStats.getIntervalStats.] 

 

Default properties are derived from the source variable and the selected statistic. The user is prompted 

to confirm, or edit these default properties. The results are saved as a new timeseries dataset in which 

the variable describes the statistical value for the interval preceding each time. 

 

3.7 Help 
The help menu initialises the App documentation in the MatlabTM Supplemental Software 

documentation. 

 

3.8 Tabs 
To examine what has been set-up the Tabs provide a summary of what is currently defined. Note: the 

tabs update when clicked on using a mouse but values displayed cannot be edited from the Tabs. 

Cases: lists the cases that have been run with a case id and description. Clicking on the first column of 

a row generates a table figure with details of the variables for the case and any associated metadata. 

Buttons on the figure provide access the class definition metadata and any source information (files 

input or models used).  

Inputs: tabulates the system properties that have been set (display only). 
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Q-Plot: displays a quick-plot defined for the class of the selected case (display only). 

Stats: displays a table of results for any analyses that have been run (can be copied to clip board). 

 

3.9 UI Data Selection 
Functions such as Derive Output (3.5.4 and 4.16), Plotting (3.6.1) and Statistics (3.6.2) use a 

standardised UI for data selection. The Case, Dataset and Variable inputs allow a specific dataset to be 

selected from drop down lists. One each of these has been set to the desired selection the choice is 

assigned to a button. The button varies with application and may be X, Y, Z, or Dependent and 

Independent, or Reference and Sample, etc. Assigning to the button enables further sub-sampling to be 

defined if required. Where an application requires a specific number of dimensions (eg a 2D plot), 

then selections that are not already vectors will need to be subsampled. At the same time, the range of 

a selected variable can be adjusted so that a contiguous window within the full record can be extracted. 

In most applications, any scaling that can be applied to the variable (e.g. linear, log, relative, scaled, 

normalised) is also selected on this UI. The selection is defined in two steps: 

 

Step 1.  

Select the attribute to use. This can be the variable 

or any of its associated dimensions, which are 

listed in the drop-down list. 

The range for the selection can be adjusted by 

editing the text box or using the Edit (Ed) button. 

Any scaling to be applied is selected from the 

drop-down list. 

Press Select to go to the next step or Close to quit. 

 

The number of variables listed on the UI depends on the dimensions of the selected variable. For each 

one Select the attribute to use and the range to be applied.  

Step 2 - Variable only has 

dimension of time. 

 

No selection to be made. 

Edit range if required. 
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Step 2 - Variable has 3 dimensions but only 

2 are needed for the intended use. 

Select the 1st variable  to use as a dimension 

Edit range if required. 

 

Select the 2nd variable  to use as a dimension 

Edit range if required. 

Use the slider or the Edit (Ed) button to set 

the value of the dimension to use. (A value of 

t=500 is selected in the example shown). 

Press Select to accept the selection made. 

[NB: Only unused dimensions can be selected 

from the Select drop-down lists. To adjust from the default list this can sometimes require that the 

second Select list-box is set first to allow the first Select list-box to be set to the desired value.] 

The resulting selection is then detailed in full (including the ranges or values to be applied to all 

dimensions) in the text box alongside the button being defined. 

Note where a variable is being selected as one property and a dimension as a second property, any 

sub-selection of range must be consistent in the two selections. This is done to allow variables and 

dimensions to be used as flexibly as possible.  
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4 Supporting Information and Model Setup  
This section provides some background on the methods used in the quality control of data and the 

models included within CoastalTools. 

4.1 Quality Checks 
Once the Data QC option has been run for a data set, ‘qc’ is displayed in the QC column on the right-

hand side of the Data tab. If the Data QC is re-run this applies the quality checks to the currently saved 

timeseries and overwrites the values. The following checks are currently run when Data QC is 

selected. 

4.1.1 Waves 
The CCO checks for Hs, Tz and Tp are as follows: 

            Flag = 0  - all data pass 

            Flag = 1 - either Hs or Tz fail, so all data fail 

            Flag = 2 - Tp fail + derivatives 

            Flag = 3 - Direction fail + derivatives 

            Flag = 4  - Spread fail + derivatives 

            Flag = 5 - Tp fail Jump test only (exclude on advice from Travis Morgan at CCO) 

            Flag = 7 - Buoy adrift 

            Flag = 8 - Sea Temperature fail 

            Flag = 9 - Missing data (already assigned as NaN) 

If any of flags 1-4 are set, the data are changed to NaN. In addition, the following checks are 

performed and again data that fail are set to NaN: 

~ 0 > Direction < 360 

~ Hs < Hmax 

~ Hs-Tz steepness  <  1/7   (using deep water steepness) 

~ Hmax-Tp steepness  <  1/7 (ditto) 

~ Tp  <  MaxTp (defined in Setup>Run parameters>Model constants but the user is also prompted to 

confirm or adjust this value). 

4.1.2 Water levels 
Some BODC file formats have an error flag for bad data. This is written as a 9 when the timeseries is 

loaded. Running the Data QC for water levels sets data values with a 9 flag to NaNs. In addition, a 

time series plot is generated and the user is prompted to define minimum and maximum values. 

Values outside this range are assigned NaN values. 

For CCO tidal data the flags used are loaded with the data. The flags are used in the Data QC tool to 

remove suspect data. Flags 3, 4, 8 and 9 are set to NaN when Data QC is applied. 

Flag = 1 correct value 

Flag = 2 interpolated 

Flag = 3 doubtful 

Flag = 4 isolated spike or wrong value 

Flag = 5 correct but extreme 

Flag = 6 reference change detected 

Flag = 7 constant value 

Flag = 8 out of range 

Flag = 9 missing 
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4.2 Nearshore waves 
For each time interval the model uses the offshore values of wave height, period and direction. If 

water levels are included, these are interpolated to the time intervals of the wave data. Wave refraction 

and shoaling is computed to either the specified inshore depth, or to the edge of the surf zone. For the 

latter, an iterative procedure is used to calculate the depth at which the inshore wave height based on 

refraction, shoaling and bed friction is equal to the depth limited breaking wave height. The model 

outputs a time series of inshore wave heights and the inshore depth used (which is either the depth at 

the specified bed level, or the edge of the surf zone). Wave period is assumed to remain constant. 

 

Method Specified inshore point 

Inshore bed level = value 

Edge of surf zone 

Inshore bed level = NaN 

0 – no breaking Refraction to inshore point Not applicable 

1 – SPM breaking on a 

slope Refraction and breaking at 

inshore point 

Refraction to breaker depth taken 

to be the edge of the surf zone 2 – La Roux method 

3 – Holmes/TCP method 

 

4.2.1 Refraction, Shoaling and Friction 
Nearshore waves are calculated using linear wave theory and plane bed refraction and shoaling, as 

follows: 

𝐻𝑠𝑖 = 𝑘𝑟𝑘𝑠𝑘𝑓𝐻𝑠𝑜 

where Hs is the significant wave height (inshore and offshore), kr is the refraction coefficient, ks is the 

shoaling coefficient, kf is the friction coefficient. The coefficients are defined as follows: 

𝑘𝑟 = √
cos(𝛼𝑜)

cos(𝛼𝑖)
   and   𝛼𝑖 = sin−1 (

𝑐𝑖

𝑐𝑜
sin 𝛼𝑜) 

The default method of computing refraction is to assume a plane bed and constant contour angles. This 

requires the depths at the offshore and inshore points and a shoreline angle . For this option set the 

Offshore and Shoreline contour angles to be the same, or leave the Offshore contour angle blank. 

Two other options are possible. 

(i) An offshore contour angle is specified (see Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters) that is 

different to the shoreline angle. The inshore wave angle and refraction coefficient are 

calculated in increments from the source point to the target point. At each increment the depth 

and angle of the bed contour are adjusted as follows: 

𝛿𝜃 =
|𝜃1 − 𝜃0|

𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑡
 and δd = 

|𝑑1 − 𝑑0|

𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑡
 

where θ is the contour angle (degTN), d is the depth of water and nint is the number of 

intervals (=10). The number of intervals does influence the result (mainly for oblique wave 

angles). The value of nint is hard coded at the head of the refraction.m function. 

(ii) A series of Offshore contour angles and Offshore bed levels are defined in Setup>Run 

parameters>Site parameters (e.g. Offshore bed levels of -13 -9 -6 and Offshore angles of 75 

63 54). The number of bed levels and angles must be the same. The Shoreline angle and 

Inshore bed level define the last (inshore) point. The inshore angle and refraction coefficient 

are computed by iterating through the specified values. 
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The shoaling coefficient is given by: 

𝑘𝑠 = √
𝑐𝑔𝑜

𝑐𝑔𝑖
    where   𝑐𝑔=

𝑐

2
(

1 +
4𝜋𝑑
𝑐. 𝑇𝑝

sinh (
4𝜋𝑑
𝑐. 𝑇𝑝

)
)   

where d is the water depth, c is the wave celerity, cg is the group celerity, Tp is the peak period. 

The friction coefficient, kf, is defined in Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters. 

The resultant nearshore wave height, Hsi, is then checked for wave breaking.  

 

4.2.2 Breaking wave height 
The monochromatic wave breaking height, Hb, is calculated using one of the following methods, 

depending on the value set in Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters for the Breaker Height model: 

0:  simple ratio of 0.78 (maximum for a solitary wave) 

1:  breaking on a slope using equations (2-93 and 2-94) in the Shore Protection Manual (1984) 

2:  breaking on a slope in a water depth one plunge length in front of a structure toe, using 

equations (2-93 and 2-94) in the Shore Protection Manual (1992) 

3:  as option 2 but modified for overtopping as detailed on Owen(1980). This is set automatically 

when the overtopping model is called. 

The Wave Breaking Model to be used is defined in Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters. Option 

‘0’ does not consider wave breaking. Options 1-3 use different methods to include wave breaking 

height, based on one of three methods: 

0. No breaking included in the model. 

1. The depth limiting wave height, Hb, is estimates using equations (2-93 and 2-94) in the Shore 

Protection Manual (1984) based on the nearshore bed slope (see Section 4.2.3), water depth 

and wave period. The peak period is used in accordance with the suggestion of Soulsby (1997, 

p69). 

2. The formulation of Le Roux (2007) as given in equation (25) of the paper. 

3. Formulations for the wave breaking of the significant wave height as presented by Tucker et al 

(1983) and Holmes (pers. comm.). These provide upper and lower bounds to the change in 

significant wave height which are calculated as follows: 

𝐻𝑠𝑏 = (
𝛽2𝐻𝑠

2(1−exp(−2(
𝐻𝑏
𝐻𝑠

)
2

)(1+2(
𝐻𝑏
𝐻𝑠

)
2

))

1−exp(−2(
𝐻𝑏
𝐻𝑠

)
2

)
)

1/2

a lower bound (P.Holmes, pers.comm.) 

 

𝐻𝑠𝑏 = 𝛽2𝐻𝑠
2 (1 − exp (−2 (

𝐻𝑏

𝐻𝑠
)

2
))

1/2

an upper bound (Tucker et al., 1983) 

It is assumed that the lower bound applies for very flat slopes (1:100 and greater) and the upper bound 

for very steep shores (less than 1:20). Between these two a linear transition is applied. It should be 

stressed that the basis for the limits and the transition have not been tested against real data. 
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4.2.3 Shore profile 
An idealised beach profile is used to define 

the slope as a function of depth. The profile 

is based on a linear slope (upper beach 

slope) between the beach crest level and 

mean tide level (SWL=0mOD) and an 

equilibrium profile out to deep water. This 

uses the Dean equation (Dean, 1977): 

ℎ = 𝐴𝑦2/3 

In the Dean formulation, A is a function of 

sediment fall velocity. Here it is derived 

from the depth 1km out from the mean tide 

level, which is input as a bed level (mOD 

and so a negative value). Alternatively, if a 

(y, z) coordinate is used to define an offshore point, this is used to determine A, The figure shows the 

case the profile and slope variation for a crest level of +5mOD, upper beach slope of 1:8 and a bed 

elevation at 1km of -6mOD. 

 

4.3 Deepwater waves 
This option treats the selected wave data record as a “nearshore” data set and applies refraction and 

shoaling to a deepwater depth and a user specified offshore seabed angle (specified using the same 

convention as the Shoreline Angle above). The three methods of calculating refraction are the same as 

for Inshore waves (Section 4.2.1).  The input dialogue defaults to a contour angle that is the same as 

the Offshore contour angle defined in the main UI (Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters) and a 

bed level of -100m. 

Changing the angle to a different value invokes the incremental 

method; option (i) in Section 4.2.1. Entering multiple angles and bed 

levels invokes option (ii) in Section 4.2.1.The deepwater wave angle 

and refraction coefficient are computed by iterating through the 

specified values. 

 

4.4 Wind-waves 
The Wind-wave hindcast model uses measured wind data and a set of defined fetch lengths for a given 

(usually nearshore) location. The latter are used to calculate the effective fetch, based on the method of 

Donelan (1985), or the method given in the Shore Protection Manual (USACE, 1984). Wave height 

and period are computed using the effective fetch lengths and the TMA spectrum (Hughes, 1984; 

Bouws et al., 1985; 1987).  

The TMA spectrum modifies the JONSWAP spectrum to take account of shallow water effects (depth 

saturation of the energy spectra). The JONSWAP spectrum is defined as: 

( ) ( )
4

exp 1.25
pf

S E f
f

  
  

= −  
   

     

 

where                            
( )

2

2 2
exp

2

p

p

f f

f

 −
  = −
 
 

;  ( )
( )

2

4 52

g
E f

f


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f is the frequency, fp is the peak frequency (frequency at which S(f) is a maximum),  is the 

Phillips constant (sometimes called the equilibrium-range parameter),  is the peak-

enhancement factor (usually taken to be 3.3), and β = 0.07 for f<fp  and β = 0.09 for f>fp. 

To correct for depth-dependent effects, Bouws et al. (1985) also manipulated the linear term E(f) to 

reflect the loss of energy due to enhanced dissipation of shallow water. They replace E(f) with 

Ek(f, H), where: 
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The solution of the partial derivatives is detailed in Kitaigorodskii et al. (1975) and Bouws et al. give 

the following approximate solution: 
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The peak frequency is estimated from the peak period using the equation proposed by Donelan 

(1985):  

77.0

23.054.0

54.0
g

FU
Tp =        

Where U is the wind speed at 10m (m/s), F is the fetch length (m) and g is the acceleration 

due to gravity (m/s2) 

Integrating the energy spectrum and the second moment of the spectrum gives the significant 

wave height and mean zero crossing period. 

 i.e           ( )
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See Carter (1982) for further details. 

Two methods are available for calculating the effective fetch, as proposed in the Shore 

Protection Manual and by Donelan (1985).  They both modify the fetch along the mean wave 

direction to account for directional spreading.  

𝑒𝑓𝑓𝐹 =
∑ 𝐹𝑖 < 𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑓𝑛 > (𝛽(𝜑𝑖 − 𝜃))𝑛

∑ < 𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑓𝑛 > (𝛽(𝜑𝑖 − 𝜃))𝑛
 

Where Fi is the fetch length in the direction of  φi, <trigfn> is a trigonometric function, θ is 

the wind direction, β is a constant and n is the spreading coefficient.  

For the Donelan formulation, developed for wind-wave generation in lakes where the fetches 

can be long and narrow, the trigonometric function is hyperbolic secant sech(z) = 1/(cosh(z)) 

and the constant is 2.28. 

For the SPM method, the trigonometric function is a cosine and the constant is 1. 

Typically, a spreading coefficient of n=2 is appropriate for locally generated wind-waves 

whereas an exponent of n=10 is more representative of developed sea states. 
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4.5 Wave power 
The wave power or wave energy flux (J/ms) is calculated using linear wave theory as: 

𝐹 = 𝑔. 𝜌𝑤 .
𝐻𝑠

2

8
. 𝑐𝑔 

Where ρw is the density of water (kg/m3) and g is the acceleration due to gravity (m/s2). 

The option from the Run> Wave properties>Wave Power menu uses nearshore waves and requires the 

nearshore wave model to have been run (Sections 3.5.1 and 4.2). The wave power for the input wave 

data (e.g. buoy location) or offshore point can be calculated using the Run>Derive Output menu 

option (Section 3.5.4). The inputs required are wave height, Hs, wave period, Tp, water depth, d, 

density of water, and acceleration due to gravity. The water depth record needs to be at the same 

sampling intervals as the waves. This can be created 

by first subsampling the record at time intervals 

defined by another record (use Function button on 

Derive Output UI to access this option). Assign the 

water level time series to be used the X button and 

set the ‘method’ to ‘linear’. The user is prompted to 

select the time series to define the new time 

intervals and the wave data to be used should be 

selected. This establishes and new water level 

timeseries with the same number of records as the 

wave timeseries. Using the Derive Output UI, assign 

wave heights to the X button, wave periods to the Y 

button, and the newly created water levels to the Z 

button. Then use the following function call: 

wave_energyflux(x, y, z+depth at the site, water density, g)  

Note that the water levels, z, are combined with the depth at the site (e.g. buoy location) which should 

be measured relative to the same datum that is being used for the water levels. This may be relative to 

National/Ordnance Datum, or Chart Datum, depending on the source data. 

 

4.6 Runup (setup & wash) 
The runup is based on the formulation of Stockdon et al (2006) Their equation combines setup (<η>), 

and swash made up of incident, Sinc and infragravity, Sig components to give the 2% runup level as: 

𝑅2 = 1.1 {0.35𝛽𝑓(𝐻𝑜𝐿𝑜)1/2 +
[𝐻𝑜𝐿𝑜(0.56𝛽𝑓

2 + 0.004)]
1/2

2
} 

Where βf is the foreshore slope, Ho is the deep water wave height and To is the deep water wave 

period. The runup elevation is the runup added to the water level time series. The algorithm takes the 

measured wave height and water depth at the buoy and applies the shoaling coefficient to get the deep 

water wave height (depth of 50m used). The resultant deep water wave height and wave length 

(obtained from the peak period and wave celerity based on linear wave theory) are then used in the 

above equation. 

 

4.7 Littoral drift 
Four formulations for calculating littoral drift rates are available. The inputs used are the inshore wave 

parameters and the site parameters defined in Setup>Run parameters>Site parameters. When the 
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inshore depth is set to NaN this function uses an iterative procedure to find the depth limited wave 

conditions at the edge of surf zone. Alternatively, the inshore depth can be specified, see Section 4.2.  

The available options for the littoral drift formula are: 

1) the US Army Corps CERC formula ((1984). The drift coefficient can be defined in Setup>Run 

parameters>Site parameters (and is only applied to this formulation). 

2) the SANDS formula, this is essentially the CERC with adjustments for wave breaking and the 

group celerity (Soulsby, 1997, p194). 

3) the Kamphuis formula, to take account of grain size and beach slope (Kamphuis, 1991) 

4) the Damgaard and Soulsby formula for shingle (Soulsby, 1997, p195). 

The convention used for drift volumes is that positive values are from left to right when looking at the 

shore from the sea. 

See also the function for the calculation of littoral drift volumes using littoraldriftstats in Run>Derive 

Output (Section 4.16).  

 

4.8 X-shore Transport 
Cross-shore transport is estimated using the method proposed by Bailard and Inman (Bailard and 

Inman, 1981). They derive an equation for the cross-shore transport rate, Qc, comprising bedload and 

suspended load components, of the form: 

3 * * *

1 3 2 3 5

2 tan
tan

tan 3 tan

b m m
c b s d m u s u s

s s

u u
Q Q Q C u u u u

w w

 
       

 

    
= + = + − + + −   

    
 

where εb=0.21, εs=0.025, Cd is the drag coefficient (which Bailard takes as ~0.005), ws is the sediment 

fall velocity (m/s), ϕ is the angle of repose, β is the beach slope, um is the near bed velocity (m/s), ρ is 

the water density (kg/m3), ρs is the sediment density (kg/m3) and δu, ψ1, ψ2, um, and u3*, u5* are cross-

shore velocities (positive onshore). These cross-shore velocities are presented in (Alexandrakis and 

Poulos, 2014), based on (Bailard, 1981; 1982): 
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in which Hs is the significant wave height. Note the original paper presented the equation in units of 

cm/s and the above equation are in units of m/s. The equation for δu has also been modified to 

correctly represent the data presented in the source paper. The cross-shore transport rate has units of 

m3/s and is positive in the onshore direction. For an example of application see Masselink et al (2008). 

 

4.9 Overtopping 
The volume of water overtopping a sea wall, or beach crest can be estimated using the overtopping 

formula proposed by Owen (1980). This can take account of upper and lower slopes, a berm and the 

wall or beach ‘roughness’ (essentially a friction of dissipation coefficient). The definition sketch, for 

the variables used, is shown below. Minimum definition requires a crest and toe level, relative to the 

datum used in the water level data set, and the lower wall slope (input as m for a slope of 1:m). 

Specifying a berm level with zero berm width allows a compound slope with different upper and lower 
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wall slopes. Strictly this model is limited to slopes in the range 1:1 to 1:5 and berm widths from 0-80m 

at depths of 0 to 4m below swl (see Owen, 1980 for details). When the berm is above the swl a 

compound slope is used. 

Figure 4 – Seawall definition sketch (Owen, 1980) 

 

 

4.10 Iribarren number and beach type 
The Iribarren wave number is calculated as follows: 

𝐼𝑟 =
tan (𝛼)

√𝐻 𝐿𝑜⁄
 

Where α is the beach slope, H is the wave height and Lo is the deep-water wave length. The function is 

passed the nearshore wave conditions (see Section 4.2) and calculates the wave length from gTp
2/2π, 

where Tp is the peak wave period. The function also returns Breaker Type based on Ir where (SPM, 

USACE, 1984): 

Ir>2:    Breaker Type = 3; surging 

Ir<=2 & Ir>0.4:  Breaker Type = 2; plunging 

Ir<=0.4:    Breaker Type = 1; spilling 

 

4.11 Tides 
Measured wave data can be used to derive the tidal constituents, or to create a tide only water level 

record for a chosen period of time using Run>Tidal analysis>Analysis  and Run>Tidal 

analysis>Reconstruction  (see Section 3.5.3). These make use of the functions from U-Tide, 

developed by Daniel Codiga (2011). In this implementation the function ut_solv.m is used to derive 

constituents from wate level time series and the function ut_reconst.m is used to generate tide level 

time series from a set of constituents. When analysing a water level time series the predicted time 

series can be saved along with the constituents (saved to the class property Constituents). To recreate 

records the user can select from the analysed constituents available. [Note: there is currently no 

provision to input constituents manually]. The paper by Codiga (2011) provides a detailed explanation 

of the methods being used and a range of options that have not been implemented within 

CoastalTools. The implementation provided is sufficient for extracting surges from water level data 

and to patch gaps in water level records, with the tidal record, for use in models such as the Nearshore 

Wave model. The calls used are as follows: 

Input variables: lat = [];  cnstit = 'auto';  options = {'NodsatNone','White','NoDiagn'}; 

Function call:  coef = ut_solv(time,data,[],lat,cnstit,options{:}); 

Input variables:  options = {};       Function call: predicted = ut_reconstr(time,coef,options{:}); 
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4.12 Beach type 
The Beach Type is determined from dimensionless fall velocity (Ω) for the grain size defined in Site 

Parameters and the selected wave time series as: 

Ω =  
𝐻𝑠

𝑤𝑠𝑇𝑝
  

Where Hs is the significant wave height, Tp the peak period and ws is the settling velocity obtained 

using eqn (102) in ‘Dynamics of marine sands’, (Soulsby, 1997). The dimensionless fall velocity can 

be used to identify beach type based on the following categories (Wright and Short, 1984): 

Ω >= 6:   dissipative 

Ω <6 & Ω > 1:   intermediate 

Ω <= 1:   reflective 

 

4.13 Volumes and shoreline position 
When calculating volumes (cross-sectional area per metre run of each), a defining rectangle is used as 

the control area (see Section 3.5.2). Within this control area the following parameters are calculated: 

Volume:     𝑉 = ∫ 𝑧′𝑑𝑥′               

Horizontal centroid:   𝑋1 = ∫ 𝑥′𝑧′𝑑𝑥′ /𝑉              (first moment in x) 

Vertical centroid:   𝑍1 = ∫ 𝑥′𝑧′𝑑𝑧′ /𝑉               (first moment in z) 

Second moment distance:   𝑋2 = (∫ 𝑥′2 𝑧′𝑑𝑥′/𝑉)1/2    (legacy – no longer output) 

Where x and z are the raw profile data. x’ is then the horizontal distance from the origin of the control 

area and z’ is the elevation above the same origin (as defined by xmin and zmin). For each profile, the 

points on the profile nearest the defined minimum x or minimum z are found and used to define the 

two end points for that profile.  
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These values are then subtracted from the profile x-z co-ordinates, such that  

𝑥′ = 𝑥 − 𝑥𝑚𝑖𝑛;   𝑥′ ≥ 0  and  𝑧′ = 𝑧 − 𝑧𝑚𝑖𝑛;  𝑧′ ≥ 0 

The range of x and z is then defined as: 𝐿𝑥 = max(𝑥′)   and  𝐿𝑧 = max (𝑧′) 

These are used to define non-dimensional variables x’’=x’/Lx and z’’=z’/Lz. The non-dimensional 

moments are then: 

Non-dimensional volume:  𝑚0 = ∫ 𝑧′′𝑑𝑥′′ 

Non-dimensional x centroid:  𝑥1 = ∫ 𝑥′′𝑧′′𝑑𝑥′′ /𝑚0 

Non-dimensional z centroid:  𝑧1 = ∫ 𝑥′′𝑧′′𝑑𝑧′′ /𝑚0 

Non-dimensional second moment arm: 𝑥2 = (∫ 𝑥′′2 𝑧′′𝑑𝑥′′/𝑚0)1/2    (legacy – no longer output) 

The beach slope (1:m) for each profile is defined as Lx/Lz. 

The values saved as time series are V, m0, x1, z1 and beach slope. The values reported to the 

Calcs/Volumes tab are V, m0, Lx, Lz, X1 and Z1. 

The Shoreline position follows a similar procedure and finds the points on each profile nearest the 

defined elevation and the upper and lower bounds. The shoreline distance is the interpolated x-

distance to the defined elevation and the slope is the mean gradient of the profile between the upper 

and lower bounds. The plots show volume (left) shoreline (right) selection plots: 
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The Setup>Shoreline>Load data: provides the option to load a time series of positions (distance 

values from a back-beach datum measured at some elevation on the beach. This provides an equivalent 

data set to the shoreline position calculated from the beach profiles as outlined above. 

 

4.14 Shoreline Change 
The option to compute the change in a shoreline uses the method for finding the shoreline position that 

is used in the profile analysis tools, see Section 4.13, based on the user defined shoreline elevation.  

 

4.15 Crenulate Bay 
Crenulate bays (also known as logspiral or zeta) where 

first reported by (Yasso, 1965).  This idea was 

developed into a simple model by Silvester who wrote 

numerous papers and eventually a book (Silvester, 

1985; Hsu et al., 1989; Silvester and Hsu, 1997; Hsu et 

al., 2010). The option in CoastalTools implements the 

method proposed in (Hsu and Evans, 1989) and is run 

as one of the Beach analysis tools (see Section 3.5.2). 

 

 

By defining a control point, and end point for the control 

line, along with the wave crest angle and the angle the 

wave crest makes with the control line, the bay formation 

is plotted against the selected shoreline. Where the 

profiles provide for multiple time steps from which to 

construct the shoreline at a user defined elevation, the 

mean shoreline position is used (solid blue line in the 

plot). The Bay can expand from the control point in a 

clockwise or anticlockwise manner. The combination of 

control line definition, wave angle and direction of 

rotation should be sufficient to obtain a fit to most 

shorelines where the crenulate bay concept is applicable. 

 

4.16 Derive Output 
The Run> Derive Output option allows the user to make use of the data held within App to derive 

other outputs or, pass selected data to an external function (see Section 3.5.4). The equation box can 

accept t, x, y, z in upper or lower case. Time can be assigned to X, Y, or Z buttons, or simply included 

in the equation as t (as long as the data being used in one of the variables includes a time dimension). 

Each data set is sampled for the defined data range. If the data set being sampled includes NaNs, the 

default is for these to be included (button to right of Variable is set to ‘+N’). To exclude NaNs press 

the button so that it displays ‘-N’. The selection is based on the variable limits defined whenever a 

variable is assigned to X, Y or Z using the X, Y, Z buttons. 

The equation string entered in the UI is used to construct an anonymous function as follows: 

heq = str2func(['@(t,x,y,z,utext,mobj) ',usereqn]); %handle to anonymous 

function 

var = heq(t,x,y,z,utext,mobj);   

Hsu J R C, Silvester R and Xia Y M, 1989 
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This function is then evaluated with the defined variables for t, x, y, and z and optionally utext and 

mobj. utext allows a text string to be passed (any string enclosed in single quotes, e.g. ‘Test’) and mobj 

passes the handle to the main UI. 

Some functions may alter the length of the reference co-ordinates (x, y, z, t), or return more than one 

variable. These can be handled by passing a comment appended to the function definition e.g.  

subsample(x t, thr, mobj) %time. In the current version of the toolbox, only ‘time’ is handled 

as a key word and this allows functions to derive a new timeseries with different time input values to 

those of the input variable(s). 

If the function returns a single valued answer, this is displayed in a message box, otherwise it is saved, 

either by adding to an existing dataset, or creating a new one (see Section 3.5.4). The variables 

selected are sub-sampled based on any adjustments made when each variable is assigned to a button. 

The dimensions of the vector or array with these adjustments applied need to be dimensionally correct 

for the function being called. 

 

Equations can use functions such as diff(x) - difference between adjacent values - but the result is n-1 

in length and may need to be padded, if it is to be added to an existing derived data set. This can be 

done by adding a NaN at the beginning or the end: e.g.: [NaN;diff(x)]. NB: the separator needs to be a 

semi-colon to ensure the correct vector concatenation. Putting the NaN before the equation means that 

the difference over the first interval is assigned to a record at the end of the interval. If the NaN is put 

after the function, then the assignment would be to the records at the start of each interval.  

NB1: functions are forced to lower case (to be consistent with all Matlab functions), so any external 

user defined function call must be named in lower case. 

Another useful built-in function allows arrays to be sub-sampled. This requires the array, z to be 

multiplied by an array of the same size. By including the dimensions in a unitary matrix, the range of 

each variable can be defined. For a 2D array that varies in time one way of doing this is: 

>> [z.*repmat(1, length(t), length(x), length(y))] 

NB2: the order of the dimensions t, x, y must match the dimensions of the array, z. 

 

NB3: When using Matlab compound expressions, such as the above sub-sampling expression, the 

expression must be enclosed in square brackets to distinguish it from a function call. 

 

 

4.16.1 Calling an external function 
This interface can also be used as an interface to user functions that are available on the Matlab search 

path. Simply type the function call with the appropriate variable assignment and the new variable is 

created. (NB: the UI adopts the Matlab convention that all functions are lower case). Some examples 

of functions provided in  CoastalTools are detailed in the next Section.  

The input variables for the function must match the syntax used for the call from the Derive Output 

UI. In addition, functions must return output as a cell array. This can be a single value, a new variable 

vector or array or a time series with one or more variables. If time is included then this should be in the 

first cell with variables in the subsequent cells.  

If the %time or %rows instruction is included in the call, row data are added providing that the length 

of the input dataset matches the output dataset. If there is no output to be passed back, the function 

should return a cell array containing the string 'no output' to suppress the message box which is used 

for single value outputs. 
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An alternative when calling external functions is to pass the selected variables as dstables, thereby also 

passing all the associated metadata and RowNames for each dataset selected. For this option up to 3 

variables can be selected and assigned to the X,Y,Z buttons but they are defined in the call using dst, 

for example: 

 mufunction3(dst, 'utext', mobj)    where ‘utext’ and mobj are options as defined above. 

This passes the selected variables as a struct array of dstables to the function. Using this syntax the 

function can return a dstable or struct of dstables, or a cell array containing one or more data sets. 

Adding functions to the Function library 

To simplify accessing and using a range of functions that are commonly used in an application, the 

function syntax can be predefined in the file functionlibrarylist.m which can be found in the utils 

folder of the muitoolbox.  This defines a struct for library entries that contain: 

• fname - cell array of function call syntax 

• fvars - cell array describing the input variables for each function 

• fdesc - cell array with a short description of each function 

 

New functions can be added by simply editing the struct in functionlibrarylist.m, noting that the cell 

array of each field in the struct must contain an entry for the function being added. In addition a sub-

selection of the list can be associated with a given App based on the class name of the main UI. To 

amend the selection included with an App or to add a selection for a new App edit the ‘switch 

classname’ statement towards the end of the function. 

The Function button on the Derive Output UI is used to access the list, select a function and add the 

syntax to the function input box, where it can be edited to suit the variable assignment to the XYZ 

buttons.  

 

4.16.2 Pre-defined functions 
The following examples are provided within CoastalTools, where the entry in the UI text box is given 

in Courier font and X, Y, Z, refer to the button assignments. Some useful examples primarily for 

timeseries data include: :  

1. Moving Average. There are several moving average functions available from the Matlab 

Exchange Forum, such as moving.m. The call to this function is:   

moving(X, n, 'func') ,  where x is the variable to be used, n specifies the number of points to 

average over and ‘func’ is the statistical function to use (e.g. mean, std, etc). If omitted the mean is 

used. Add %time to the call, to include time in the output dataset. 

2. Moving average (or similar) of timeseries, over defined duration, advancing at defined interval 

movingtime(x, t, tdur, tstep, 'func'), where x is the variable to be used and t the 

associated datetimes (defined by variable selection), tdur is the duration over which to apply the 

statistic, tstep is the interval to advance the start time for the averaging period and ‘func’ is the 

statistical function to use (e.g. mean, std, etc). If omitted the mean is used. tdur and tstep are both 

duration character strings of form ‘2.5 d’. Any of the following duration intervals ca be used:  y, d, 

h, m, or s. Returns a time series based on the defined tstep, where the time used is for the 

beginning of each stepping interval, i.e. every tstep from the start of the record to the nearest 

interval that is less than tdur from the end of the record. 

3. Down-sampling a time series. This allows a timeseries to be resampled at a different interval (that 

must be less than the source timeseries). The call to this function is: 
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 downsample(x, t, ’period’, ’method’), where x is the variable to be resampled, time is 

the associated time for that variable, period can be ‘year’, ’month’, ’day’, 'hour', 'minute', 

‘second’, and method can be any valid function call such as ‘mean’, ‘std’, etc. The ‘period’ is 

required but the ‘method is optional and if omitted the mean is used.  

For timeseries with gaps the ‘nanmean’ function is particularly useful but requires the Statistics 

toolbox. 

4. Interpolate and add noise.  To infill a record with additional points and, if required, add some 

random noise to the interpolated values. This is called using: 

interpwithnoise(x, t, npad, scale, method, ispos) , where X is the variable, t is 

time, npad is the number of points to add between the existing data points, scale determines the 

magnitude of the random noise (a value of 0 results in an interpolated record with no noise), 

method is the Matlab algorithm used for the interpolation (the default is linear) and ispos is a 

true/false flag which sets negative values to zero if true. 

5. Subsample one record at the time intervals of another record (e.g. subsample water levels to be 

at the same intervals as the wave data). Function is: 

subsample_ts(X, t,  mobj), where X and t are the variable to be subsampled and mobj is 

the UI handle (must be mobj). The user is prompted to select the dataset to be used to define the 

time intervals. A time series is returned and added as a Derived data set. The user is prompted to 

define the metadata for the new data set. 

6. Subsample one record based on a threshold defined for another record (e.g. subsample waves 

based on a threshold water level). Function is: 

subsample(X, t,  thr, mobj), where X and t are the variable to be subsampled, thr is the 

threshold value and mobj is the UI handle (must be mobj). The user is prompted to select the 

dataset and variable to be used to define the condition and a condition operator (<=, ==, etc). A 

time series is returned and added as a Derived data set. The user is prompted to define the 

metadata for the new data set. 

7. Phase plot. This function is similar to the recursive plot function but generates a plot based on two 

variables that can, optionally, be functions of time. The call to this function is:  

phaseplot(X, Y , t), where X and Y are the variables assigned to the respective buttons and 

t is time (this does not need to be assigned to a button and  t can be omitted if a time stamp for the 

datapoints is not required). 

8. Recursive plot. Generates a plot of a variable plotted against itself with an offset (e.g. x(i) versus 

x(i+1) ). This is called from the Derive Output GUI using: 

recursive_plot(x, ’varname’, nint), where x is the variable, ‘varname’ is a text string 

in single quotes and nint is an integer value that defines the size of the offset.  

9. Add sea level rise to tidal water levels (ie typically predictions rather than measured water 

levels). Based on exponential growth from 1900 and zeroed to a defined year using: 

addslrtotides(X, t, delta, exprate, pivotyear), where X and t relate to the water 

level variable to be adjusted, delta is a rate for the year 1900 (e.g. 0.001 m/yr), exprate is the rate 

of exponential growth (e.g 0.011 for a fit to observations to-date) pivotyear is the year to use for 

zero sea level rise (e.g. 1900 adds slr based on change since 1900, whereas 2000 assumes that the 

tidal predictions are correct to the datum for the year 2000 and adjusts the record based on the slr 

function relative to that year). 

10. Tidal range time series from a water level series. The call to the function is: 
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tidalrange(X, t) where X is the water level and t is the times of the water level values. 

Assumes that there are multiple water level values per tide. Also outputs mean water level and 

tidal range values as a table. 

11. Selection of plots for water level frequency and duration using the function: 

waterlevelfreqplots (X, t) where X is the variable and t is time. Plot options include 

Water level elevation frequency, Water level spectrum, Elevations above a threshold, Duration of 

threshold exceedance, Elevation frequency above threshold. Designed to analyse water levels but 

could easily be adapted for other variables. 

 

  
  

12. Selection of frequency analysis plots of timeseries data using the function: 

frequencyanalysis(X, t,'vardesc') where X is the variable, t is time and vardesc is the 

description of the variable to be used in the plots (optional – defaults to ‘Variable’). Plot options 

include Time series plot of variable, Time series plot of variable above threshold, 'Plot variable 

frequency, Plot variable frequency above threshold, Spectral analysis plot, Duration of threshold 

exceedance, Rolling mean duration above a threshold. 

13. Depth dependent wave steepness using the function: 

wave_steepness(X, Y , Z, t) where X is the wave height, Y the wave period and Z the 

water depth, with t passing the time associated with the timeseries variables. Note that the water 

depth data should be a times series of the same length and at the same time intervals as the wave 

data, or specified as a single constant value (i.e.: wavesteepness(X, Y , 3.5, t)). 

14. Wave height-period scatter plots using the function: 

wave_scatter(dst) where dst invokes the option to pass the data as dstables. This requires that 

the wave height, wave period and water depth time series to be used are assigned to the x, y and x 

buttons respectively. 

15. Ratio of alongshore to cross-shore transport using the function: 

beachtransportratio(x,theta) where X is the wave direction and theta is the beach or 

shoreline angle (both in degTN).   
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16. Littoral drift statistics. Plots the annual and 

monthly volumes of drift along with details of 

gaps and calms. The call to this function is:  

littoraldriftstats(X, t, ’period’), 

where X is the rate of drift, time is the 

associated time for that variable and period 

can be ‘year’,  or ’month’.  

If no period is specified, the default is month. 

The period selection does not alter the plot 

(which shows both) but if the results are saved 

as a timeseries, period determines the 

timeseries interval. In the lower plot, the 

diamonds denote the start and end of the 

timeseries. 

17. Ratio of alongshore to cross-shore transport. The CERC formula for littoral transport is based on 

the energy flux (P) in the direction of wave advance per unit length of beach. ie: F = P.cos(), 

where  is the angle between wave crest and bed contour. The longshore component of energy 

flux is P.cos().sin(), which leads to the main terms in the CERC formula. It follows that the 

cross-shore component is P.cos2(). The ratio of longshore/cross-shore energy flux (or transport 

potential) = tan(). The call to the function is:  

beachtransportratio(X,theta) where X is a timeseries of inshore wave directions and 

‘theta’ is the angle of the shoreline to True North. 

 

18. Examining the rate of beach profile change (accretion and erosion). The function computes 

the change in the variable over each time interval and the rate of change (assuming a linear rate 

of change between surveys), subdivides the population into positive and negative change values 

(typically this represents accretion and erosion when using volumes, or shoreline position, data) 

and presents the histogram and exponential fit for each data set. 

Warning: the results are entirely dependent on the adequacy of the source data to represent change 

(e.g. volumes or shoreline position). If the survey frequency is not regular the results are unlikely 

to be reliable. 

Select a variable X. The variable can be any metric such as beach volume or shoreline position. 

Use the function:   

posneg_v_stats(x, t, ’VariableName’), where x is a time series variable, such as beach 

volume of shoreline position, with associated time, t (defined by variable selection). The 

VariableName is optional but if used should be between single quote marks. The VariableName is 

used to label the plot axes.  
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The output comprises the following plots and dialogue box: 

  

 

Where dV is the change in the variable (e.g. 

volume) and dVdt is the rate of change. In the 

plot above, an exponential pdf has been fitted to 

the data and the coefficient is reported in the 

title for each subplot as the ‘mu’ value and listed 

in the dialogue box (as shown on the left). The 

probability density function (pdf) is: 

 

N.B. posneg_dv_stats.m requires the statistics and machine learning toolbox. 

 

4.16.3 Adding variables to peak and cluster time series 
Peak and cluster time series are a subset of the source data set, saved as an independent record. For 

some workflows, there may be a need to add other variables with the same date-time as the subseries 

(e.g. to produce a polar plot of the cluster events, direction must be added to the timeseries, or to run a 

model (such as overtopping) period and direction may need to be added). This can be done using the 

Derive Output GUI, by selecting the subseries variable (e.g. wave energy clusters) as X (it must be X) 

and the source data set variable (e.g. wave period or direction) as the Y variable.  

Then for the equation string, use a function of the form >   Y.*(X./X) 

This simply adds the variable defined by Y at the intervals defined by X (assuming X is the subseries). 

The new variable is then named as required. However, if the new variable is direction and it is to be 

used in the plotting routines (e.g. wave roses) the Variable Name MUST begin with ‘Dir’ but this can 

be followed by any additional characters. 

 

4.17 Simulation 
Allows two simulation models to be run, which are given the shorthand names of YGOR and BMV 

models. 

Warning: This is research code. It has been subject to limited testing and requires a detailed 

knowledge of the source literature and optimization methods to use effectively.  

The optimisation in the YGOR model uses constrained optimisation, such as simulated annealing, 

which requires the Matlab Global Optimization Toolbox. YGOR model 
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YGOR is named after the authors of the paper on which the model is largely based, namely Yates, 

Guza and O’Reilly (Yates et al., 2009). Additional development was based on the work of (Castelle et 

al., 2014) and (Villamarin, 2017).  

To generate a set of fit parameters, wave forcing and shoreline position data are required and this 

requires some pre-processing, as explained in Section 3.5.5. The output of the fitting procedure is a set 

of coefficients that can be used to make simulations (hindcasts or forecasts) using a wave timeseries. 

The fitting process generates a series of plots and the user is offered the option to adjust the fitting 

values being used. For each input dialogue box press ‘OK’ to make a change and ‘Cancel’ to accept 

the default values.  

The fitting and hindcasting of shoreline position uses a derivative of the Kriebel and Dean model, as 

proposed by Yates et al (Yates et al., 2009). An offset to the initial shoreline is included as an additional 

fit parameter, as proposed by Castelle et al (2014). The model relates nearshore wave energy, 

(represented by 
𝐻𝑠

2

16
), to shoreline position, 𝑌. Nearshore wave data are typically obtained using plane bed 

refraction to account for refraction and shoaling from the wave data point to the closure depth of the 

beach profile, taking account of water levels variations due to the tide. Fitting the parameters is sensitive 

to the initial guess and search bounds. Two of the model parameters (𝑎 and 𝑏) are estimated by finding 

the line for 𝑑𝑌/𝑑𝑡 = 0 from the mean energy between surveys and the shoreline anomaly (𝑑𝑌) but only 

uses the points that are close to 𝑑𝑌/𝑑𝑡 = 0. The accretion and erosion rates, 𝐶+ and 𝐶−, are estimated 

from the mean positive and negative values of 𝑑𝑌/𝑑𝑡 respectively, and the initial offset is assumed to 

be zero. Parameter fitting is done using derivative free, constrained non-linear optimisation. Matlab 

functions for particle swarm, simulated annealing and simplex optimisation are provided as options.  

The following images show the steps in a typical workflow. After Step 1, an input dialogue prompts for 

the Averaging interval to use. This allows the only the defined interval prior to time of each shoreline 

position to be used as the wave forcing. The default (0) is to use the full wave time series and this 

generally works better. Once a fit has been accepted in Step 4, some simple regression statistics of model 

versus observed are generated (Step 5) and the user has the option to add a Taylor diagram (Step 6). If 

the Local Skill Window have a value >0, the local skill score is plotted, followed by the Taylor diagram. 

The ‘Case List’ button provides full details of the Taylor parameters and the global and local skill scores 

(if requested). See Section 4.19 for further details about the Taylor Diagram. These statistical tools can 

be used to help evaluate how well the model is performing.  

 

Step 1: make data input selection 

 

 

Step 2: accept or adjust initial guess of a and b 

Use ‘OK’ to change 

settings, ‘Cancel’ to accept. 
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Step 3: select optimisation algorithm 

 

Note - in this UI: 

‘OK’ selects the 

algorithm to be used 

‘Cancel’ aborts the run 

Step 4: accept or adjust fit coefficients 

 

 

 

 

 

Use ‘OK’ to change settings, 

‘Cancel’ to accept 

Step 5: plot model performance statistics 

 

Step 6: optional Taylor diagram of model 

performance (see Taylor, 2001) 

Maximum achievable 

correlation 

Exponent used in 

computing the skill score  

Number of grid cells 

used to define a local 

window. If W=0 

(default) the local skill 

score is not computed. 

Local skill score is 

computed using a sampling window around 

every time step (=1), or computed for all non-

overlapping windows (=0) 

 

Local skill score output 

 

Taylor diagram (Section 4.19 for explanation) 

 

 

When the fitting of the YGOR model is complete, the option is provided to save the fit coefficients. 

This updates Setup>Model parameters>YGOR simulation parameters UI, which defines the fit 
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coefficients to be used in YGOR simulations (see Section 3.4.2). The current values can be viewed on 

the Site/Simulation tab. 

 

Alternatively, YGOR simulations can be made using any set of coefficients defined in the Model 

parameters>YGOR simulation parameters menu option - see Section 3.4.2. The model then uses the 

wave timeseries to generate a set of shoreline positions. The wave timeseries can cover any required 

simulation period. However, the shoreline position variable used to generate the fit coefficients must 

also be selected for Simulations (this is used to impose any trend applied during the optimisation).  

The resulting estimates of shoreline position are plotted as a function of time and if the period of the 

observed data used for fitting the model overlaps the simulation period these are also plotted. Once the 

run is complete, there is an option to save the output as Shoreline model timeseries. 

 

For an example of the model application see Montano et al. (2020). 

 

4.17.2 BMV model 
BMV is named after the authors of the papers on which the 

model is largely based, namely Bernabeu, Medina, and 

Vidal To generate a set of fit parameters, wave forcing and 

beach profile volume data are required and this requires 

some pre-processing, as explained in Section 3.5.5. The 

output of the fitting procedure is a set of coefficients that 

can be used to make simulations (hindcasts or forecasts) 

using a wave timeseries.  

 

The initial model uses an equilibrium profile for the cross-

section below high water, as proposed by Bernabeu et al (2003b), Figure 5. Above this there is a runup 

profile from high water to the maximum level of wave runup, with a slope estimated using the concept 

of least action (Reis and Gama, 2010). Under some conditions there is a is a berm before the beach 

slopes up to the crest of the dune. In some profiles, there is no berm and the there is a continuous slope 
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from the limit of runup to the dune toe. In others, the runup zone extends to an almost vertical cliff at 

the toe of the dune (yellow profile in Figure 5). 

 

Figure 5 – Definition sketch showing the relevant levels used in the model and illustrating the “minimum profile” based on 

the maximum wave condition in yellow and the profile for a typical wave condition in blue. Levels of the profile sections 

shown relate to the blue profile. Red dashed box indicates the control box used when calculating the volume of the profile 

(see Section 4.13). 

Except for the dune and backshore berm/slope the profile can be determined using the incident wave 

conditions. The hypothesis is that the distance of the equilibrium profile from observed profile at a 

given point in time represents the anomaly and hence the gradient of the restoring potential, If the 

same wave condition were to prevail for a period of time, the anomaly would reduce to zero.  

After initiating the Run, the user is given the opportunity to make modifications to the run-time 

options for the model. These parameters are defined in  Setup>Model parameters>BMV simulation 

parameters: (see Section 3.4.2  

The period (in days) prior to the date of a measured profile over which wave 

data are averaged.  

Empirical coefficient option: 

1. Using equilibrium profile coefficients defined in Bernabeu et al (2003b) 

2. Using equilibrium profile coefficients defined in Bernabeu et al (2003a)  

Fit using 3 or 7 parameters: 

1. Using the parameters for the “dune” profile: i.e. setup coefficient, runup 

coefficient, dune berm factor defined above. 

2. Using the upper “dune” profile parameters, as in option 1, and the 

equilibrium profile coefficients. The initial estimates defined by the option selected for the Empirical 

coefficients are relaxed to fit the entire profile. 
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Two workflows are possible using the Fit model 

option. In one the user selects an individual 

profile and the parameters can be adjusted and 

fit re-examined.  Once acceptable, the 

nonlinear curve-fitting (data-fitting) 

function ,lsqcurvefit, which searches for the 

best fit in a least-squares sense. The resultant 

fit parameters are returned as a time series and 

plotted as shown below 

Again, the profile Selection UI re-appears for 

further analysis, or press ‘Cancel’ to exit. 

 

 

Output when fitting an individual profile: 

 

 

 

 

 

Output when multiple profiles are selected: 

 

The Copy button copies 

the results to the 

clipboard. 
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The Simulation model option computes the volume, and centroid position (x, z) for each wave 

condition in the time series. The resultant time series is plotted and can be saved as a new data set for 

more detailed comparison with similar data from the measured profiles. 

The BMVmodel simulation option is still under development. 

 

4.18 Beach Vulnerability Index 
There are two options accessible form the Run menu, namely a Single site version and a version that 

examines a beach based on a set of beach profiles (see Section 3.5.6). The basis of these two models 

are summarised in the following sections. These models make use of the Matlab TM  Statistical 

Toolbox. 

4.18.1 Single site BVI (Run> Vulnerability>BVI site:) 
Uses a set of models that are run independently to provide data on wave conditions, runup, littoral 

drift, cross-shore transport and shoreline position change rates. For further details of these models, see: 

• Nearshore waves: Section 4.2 

• Runup: Section 4.6 

• Littoral drift: Section 4.7 

• Cross-shore transport: Section 4.8 

• Rate of Shoreline change: Section 4.14 

Different scenarios can be considered by generating multiple cases of the above models and then 

selecting different combinations in the Vulnerability UI, see Section 3.5.6. 

Three statistics are computed for four indicators, which are then combined as an arithmetic mean to 

give a summary statistic. The three statistics are for the relative magnitude index (RMI), coefficient of 

variation index (CVI) and the beach vulnerability index BVI (a slightly modified version of the form 

used by Alexandrakis (2014)).The four indicators relate to drift potential, cross-shore exchange, runup, 

and shoreline change.  

The relative magnitude is defined as: 

RMI


 
=

+
, where μ is the mean and σ is the standard deviation.  
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For the variables that can be positive and negative (cross-shore transport, erosion/accretion), 

the data are divided into positive and negative values. The positive values are used to compute  

the index as defined above and the negative values contribute to the index based on:  

RMI = 1-RMI(x<0) . The final index is then the average of the two contribution. 

The coefficient of variation is defined a: 

 CVI = σ/ μ, where μ is the mean and σ is the standard deviation. 

Again, the data are divided for variables that can be positive and negative. Using absolute 

values of the negative component, the two values are averaged.  

The BVI is defined for each indicator are as follows: 

max

max

Drift:       

Cross-shore:    

Runup:        

Shoreline change:    ( )

s s

on off

x x x

B

QsI Q Q

QxI Q Q Q

RuI zRu zCrest

xI N x x W+ −

=

= −

=

 =  − 

 

where an overbar indicates a mean value and subscript max the maximum value. Q are rates of littoral 

or cross-shore transport, the overbar indicates a time mean value, the vertical bars denote absolute 

values, and the superscripts on and off, refer to onshore and offshore transport. For runup, zRu is the 

2% runup elevation (Stockdon et al., 2006), taking into account variations in still water level, and 

zCrest is the specified crest elevation (as defined in Site properties – see Section 3.4.2).  

The shoreline change indicator uses rates of shoreline change based on the regression slope of the 

shoreline position, Δx m/yr (which depends on the elevation used when running the Shoreline model – 

see Section 4.14) averaged across all the profiles included in the Shoreline model case. The difference 

of the positive and negative mean rates of change gives the net rate of change. To make this a 

“representative” distance it is multiplied by 1 year and this is divided by the beach width, WB. This 

reflects the potential of losing the beach over this time interval. An upper bound value of 1 is set, 

should there be the potential to lose the beach in a shorter period. The beach width is computed from 

indicative high and low water levels (95% percentiles using the still water levels) and mean slope of 

the profiles at the defined shoreline position. 

NB: there are no checks in the model for data validity. It is therefore important to examine the 

contributing data sets and model outputs, to ensure that the data are representative of the conditions 

and have been suitably quality checked. 

 
 

Table rows are: 

1 – RMI = mean/(mean+st.dev) 

2 – CVI = st.dev/mean 

3 – BVI = beach vulnerability indicators 

 

4.18.2 Multi-profile BVI (Run> 
Vulnerability>BVI profile set:) 

The multi-profile BVI also computes 4 indices and a resultant BVI based on the arithmetic mean of 

the constituent indices. The method used defines a set of variables that seek to represent the dominant 

impacts on UK beaches. The definition of vulnerability used to define these variables is as follows: 



 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

54 

 

“Vulnerability is defined as the potential of a coastal system to be harmed by the impact of a storm 

event and it is quantified by comparing the magnitude of the impact with the adaptation capacity of 

the system. In simple terms, the impact is characterised by the intensity of storm-induced coastal 

processes, whereas the adaptation ability is defined by the beach physical properties determining the 

capacity to cope with considered impacts” (Bosom and Jiménez, 2011).  

Following this well-posed definition, data on wave, water level and sediment movement are used to 

characterise the potential impact. The ability of the coastal system to cope with the induced impacts is 

measured in terms of beach variables that provide an indication of the ability of the system to contain 

the impact. The indices are computed using historic data and so represent a “state” of the system over 

the duration of the data, rather than a projection (e.g by including projected changes in sea level). The 

indices are defined as summarised in the following table. The indices are computed and tabulated for 

each profile in the selected beach “set”. 

 Measure of impact Measure of capacity Index 

Inundation 

Runup elevation, using 

waves and water levels 

(10% exceedance used) 

Mean beach crest  

(Minimum could also be 

used) 
10%RuI zRu zCrest=  

Beach erosion Rate of erosion1 

Mean width of intertidal 

(HW-LW) and 

backshore (HW to crest)  

( 0)

int

dX

back

dx dt
I N

W W


= 

+
 

Beach steepening 

Rate of beach rotation 

(intertidal width 

narrowing1) 

Mean width of intertidal 

(HW-LW) 

int ( 0)

int

dR

dW dt
I N

W


=   

Beach mobility 
Littoral and cross-shore 

transport 
Dependence on supply2 s x

Sm

s x

Q Q
I

Q Q

+
=

+

 
 

 

Notes: 

1 – accretion and widening of the beach are treated as countering vulnerability and result in 0 impact. 

2 – when the net transport alongshore and on-offshore tends to zero the beach is less dependent on a supply, Where the 

exchanges are more unidirectional then the mobility and hence vulnerability is higher. 

The variables in the above equations are: 

IRu: uses zRu10% - the 10% exceedance level of wave runup, zCrest – the average level of the beach 

crest over the data record. The runup based on the method of Stockdon et al (2006) is added to the 

water levels to get the runup elevation, see Section 4.6. 

IdX: uses dx/dt – rate of horizontal change of the beach based on the average of estimates at HW, MTL 

and the lowest level on the measured profiles (usually just above LW). Only values that are negative, 

indicating erosion, are used to measure the index Wint – width of the intertidal between HW and LW. 

Wback – width of backshore between HW and the beach crest. Overbars indicate averages over the 

duration of the data record. N is the number of years for the “exposure” period. If this is large (e.g. 10 

or more years) the index can exceed one. In this case the value of the index reported is the number of 

years for the beach width to be lost, whilst an index value of 1 is used to calculate the BVI. NB: if the 

reported value of the indicator is 0, this indicates that the profile is accreting and does not therefore 

contribute to the vulnerability. 

IdR: uses dWint/dt – rate at which the beach width between HW and the lowest level on the measured 

profiles (usually just above LW) is determined by taking the difference of dx/dtHW and dx/dtzmin. This is 

scaled relative to the intertidal beach width, Wint. N is the number of years for the “exposure” period, 

which is applied in the same way as explained above for IdX. NB: if the reported value of the indicator 

is 0, this indicates that the profile is flattening and does not therefore contribute to the vulnerability. 
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ISm: uses the littoral drift, Qs and the cross-shore transport, Qx. For details of how these are computed 

see Sections 4.7 and 4.8. 

 

The Beach Vulnerability Index, BVI, is then given by: 

4

Ru dX dR SmI I I I
BVI

+ + +
=  

Tabulated results for each profile are presented on the Calcs>Shoreline tab and can be plotted using 

the Run> Vulnerability>BVI set plot menu option. In addition, the results for the Mean Tide Level 

(0mOD) shoreline change used in the analysis can be viewed in the same way as other Shore change 

results using the Run> Beach properties> Shore change>Change plot and Rates plot menu options. 

 

4.19 Taylor diagram 
The basis of the Taylor Diagram and associated skill score is explained in Taylor (2001) and 

summarised here. 

4.19.1 Taylor diagram theory 
For a variable, X we denote: 

Bias as:     
model obsE X X= −  

Centred Root Mean Square Difference (or Error) as:  

 
2

( ) ( )
'

model model obs obsX X X X
E

N

 − − −
=

 

to give the total Mean Square Difference as;  
2 2 2'E E E= +  

As E’  -> 0, patterns become similar, so it is not possible to determine how much of the error is due to 

a difference in structure and phase and how much is simply due to a difference in the amplitude of the 

variations. 

Standard deviations for model and observed data sets are given by: 

2

2

( ) /

( ) /

model model model

obs obs obs

X X N

X X N





=  −

=  −
 



 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

56 

 

and the Correlation coefficient is given by: 

_ _
( )( )model obsmodel obs

model obs

X X X X
R

N 

 − −
=

 

These measures are related as follows: 

2 2 2

model model' 2obs obsE R   = + −  

And by defining R as cos(ϕ) this has the form of the law of cosines equation, where the mean square 

error and two standard deviations form the sides of a triangle with angle ϕ between the two sides 

defined by standard deviations. 

When comparing different metrics, it can be convenient to use the above in a normalised form, where 

the normalised variables are denoted by a hat. 

Normalised RMS difference:   
'ˆ '

obs

E
E


=  

Normalised Standard deviations: 
ˆ

ˆ 1

model
model

obs

obs








=

=

 

Leading to:    
2 2 2

model model
ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ' 2obs obsE R   = + −   

whence:    
2 2

model model
ˆ ˆ ˆ' 1 2E R = + −  

The figure below shows the form of the resultant Taylor diagram for one data set. 

 

 

4.19.2 Skill score 
Taylor defines the basis of a good skill score as: 

“For any given variance the score should increase monotonically with increasing correlation, and for 

any given correlation the score should increase as the modelled variance approaches the observed 
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variance. Traditionally, skill scores have been defined to vary from zero (least skilful) to one (most 

skilful).”  

He then proposes a skill score that achieves this without being too complicated as: 

( ) ( )
2

model model 0

4(1 )

ˆ ˆ1 1

R
S

R 

+
=

+ +
 

where Ro is the maximum correlation attainable and S=0-poor skill; S=1-good skill. This option 

weights the pattern variance. However, this is just a model and the weighting can be varied based on 

what is considered to be most important for the application. E.G. to increase penalty for low 

correlation, the equation of the following form could be adopted: 

( ) ( )

4

2 4

model model 0

4(1 )

ˆ ˆ1 1

R
S

R 

+
=

+ +
 

Bosboom et al (2014a; 2014b) use similar variations on this basic structure. 

In ModelSkill this is implemented as: 
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The exponent, n, and the maximum correlation attainable, R0, are defined in Run Parameters. 

 

The foregoing provides an estimate based on values (mean, standard deviation, etc) for the full grid 

domain; a global skill score, ‘Sg’. Bosboom and Reniers (2014) also make use of spatially local 

estimates of the skill score, ‘Sl’, which they obtain by applying a weighting based on distance from 

each point, when computing the mean, standard deviation and correlation. They then average the local 

skill score estimates, to obtain an average local skill score. When this is done based on the grid points 

for the surrounding cells (where the window, W, is the number of grids cells either side of the central 

point that are to be included) and the weighting is constant across this sub-grid, this is the same as 

simply sub-sampling the grid. A similar one-dimensional window can be applied to a vector when 

comparing timeseries data.  This is the approach adopted in Coastaltools. The average skill score, Sl, is 

added to the metadata for the test point in the Taylor diagram and can be viewed by selecting the 

‘Case List; button on the Taylor Diagram figure  
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5 User functions 
To allow the user to add other data sets, models or statistical routines, without disrupting the 

underlying model structure, selected functions have been made external to the class definitions. Copies 

of the sample files can be found in the ..\muitoolbox\muitemplates folder. For User Data and User 

Model these can be copied to a working folder and renamed to suit the application. For User Statistics 

and User Plots the files in the templates folder can be used to replace the version in 

the ..\muitoolbox\psfunctions folder.  The user_plots and user_stats functions are called from the 

respective UIs, hence the names should not be changed (unless the code in the calling class is also 

edited). 

 

5.1 User Data 
This option allows the user to load data that is different to the ones provided. The class is 

muiUserData and the class file handles the loading and amending of records but requires the file 

format and meta-data for the variables being loaded to be defined. The file 

dataimport_format_template.m, in the ..\muitoolbox\muitemplates folder, provides an example of the 

code needed to load a bespoke file format. This is called from Setup> Import data> User Data and 

loads the date into the generic muitoolbox muiUserData class. The key functions that need to be edited 

in the file are getData and setDSproperties. The getData function defines how to read the data and 

assign it to a single dstable or a named struct array of dstables, where each field name provides a 

reference to the dataset in the table. The setDSproperties function defines the metadata needed to 

describe the variable and any associated dimensions. Examples of the code to load a range of different 

formats can be found in the ...\muiAppCoastalClasses\FormatFiles folder. 

 

5.2 User Models 
The User Model option (Run>User Model - see Section 3.5.7) calls the user_model function in 

the ..\muitoolbox\psfunctions folder. The user is prompted to define the classname and the function 

call to run the model (default is runModel). This the calls the chosen model and adds any results to the 

App database (depending on the actions defined in the user model class. The file Model_template.m, 

in the ..\muitoolbox\muitemplates folder, provides a template for creating a model class. Any existing 

model classes can also be called using this method. 

 

5.3 User Statistics 
On the General and Timeseries tabs of the Statistics UI there is a Statistic list dialogue box. The User 

option in this list calls the user_stats.m function, which can be found in the ..\muitoolbox\psfunctions 

folder. This allows the user to define their own workflow, accessing data and functions already 

provided by the CoastalTools  App. The sample code illustrates the workflow for timeseries data to 

produce a clusters plot. If called from the General statistics tab the code simply returns a warning 

message. The code could be added to provide some alternative function when called from the General 

stats. 

 

5.4 User Plots 
On the Plots UI there is a Plot type list dialogue box. Select User and assign the required variables to 

the buttons for the selected tab. This passes the variables selected to the user_plot.m function, which 

can be found in the ..\muitoolbox\psfunctions folder.  This allows the user to set up their own plotting 

function. The demonstration function provided plots a line or surface plot depending on whether a 

variable has been assigned to  the z-dimension.  
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6 Program Structure 
The overall structure of the code is illustrated schematically in Figure 6. This is implemented through 

several classes that handle the graphical user interface and program workflows (Main UI) and several 

classes that handle the data manipulation and plotting (Input UIs and Data UIs).  

Figure 6 - – High level schematic of program structure 

 

The interfaces and default functionality are implemented in the  CoastalTools App using the following 

muitoolbox classes depicted in Figure 7, which shows a more detailed schematic of the program 

structure. See the muitoolbox and dstoolbox documentation for more details. 

Figure 7 – schematic of program structure showing how the main classes from muittoolbox and dstoolbox are used 

 

In addition, the  CoastalTools App uses the following classes and functions: 

In …/CoastalTools/  

CoastalTools – main UI 

CT_BeachAnalysis – tools to analyse beach profile data 

CT_PlotsUI – UI for CoastalToools plots (alternative to muiPlotsUI class) 

CT_Plots – inherits muiPlots and adds additional plotting options 
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CT_SimUI – UI for shoreline and profile simulation models 

CT_WaveModels – models using wind, wave and water level data 

Sim_BMV – runs the BMV beach profile simulation model 

Sim_BMVinput – data input for the BMV model 

Sim_BMVmodel – setup and running of BMV simulation 

Sim_YGOR – runs the YGOR shoreline simulation model 

Sim_YGORinput – data input for the YGOR model 

Functions: 

ct_beachvulnerability – function to compute Beach Vulnerability Index for a set of beach profiles 

ct_data_cleanup – set of functions to help clean up timeseries and beach profile data 

ct_sitevulnerability – function to compute Beach Vulnerability Index for a single site 

simBMVfitting – functions to fit the BMV model to a profile data set 

simYGORmodel – functions to run the YGOR model  

DemoDataSet.mat – sample file of wave, water level and beach profile data 

In …/muiAppCoastalClasses/ 

ctBeachProfileData – handle beach profiles as Chainage + Elevation and/or Easting, Northings + 

Elevation. 

ctBlueKenueData – Blue Kenue file formats for data a point 

ctHindcastParameters – input parameters for the wind-wave model 

ctShorelineData – shoreline position data (e.g. distance to mean tide level) 

ctStructureInput – definition of a beach or structure used to estimate overtopping quantities 

ctTidalAnalysis – analyse water level data to extract tidal constituents and use constituents to 

construct tidal elevation timeseries. 

ctWaterLevelData – import water level data 

ctWaveData – import wave data 

ctWaveModel – model of wave propagation to a nearshore or deep-water locations 

ctWaveParameters – input parameters for the wave models 

ctWindData – import wind data 

ctWindWaveModel – model wind-wave generation over varying fetch lengths 

 

In …/muiAppCoastalClasses/FormatFiles/  

Folder contains a range of format files for loading a number of different data formats and some 

generic QC functions. 

SFcodes – beach profile survey feature codes 

 

In …/muiAppCoastalFcns 

addslrtotides – add a linear, or exponentially varying, rate of sea level rise to a tidal record. 

beachtransportratio - compute the ratio of onshore to alongshore wave action given by tan(alp). 

celerity - calculate the wave celerity using Hunt's equation. 

coeff_AB - function called by overtopping functions otop_Q and otop_C. 

deanbeachprofile - find the bed slope across the surf zone  the profile is based on a user defined slope 

between Hw and SWL (0mOD) and a Dean profile below this level.  
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eff_fetch - compute the effective fetch for each mean direction based on the  directional distribution 

function. 

get_profile_times - get the composite time intervals for all profiles. 

getalp - find the angle between the wave crest and the bed contour. 

hallermeier_zones - computes the limits of the surf and shoal zones and returning the 

surf zone limit and the closure depth or shoal limit. 

hb_break - wave height after breaking for given water depth. 

hs_break - significant wave height after breaking for given water depth. 

hs_surf - calculate the inshore wave height at the edge of the surf zone. 

iribarren - function to calculate the Iribarren number which characterise the wave breaker type. 

littoraldrift - sediment transport drift rates for sand and shingle. 

littoraldriftstats - estimate net drift over selected period from the time series of drift rates. 

otop_Q - function to calculate the overtopping discharge for a simple sloping structure based on the 

Method proposed by Owen. 

posneg_dv_stats - computes the rate of change of variable and plot histograms for positive and 

negative components. 

profileslope - calculate the bed slope at some depth within the surf zone. 

readfetchfile - read the file that contains the fetch lengths as a function of direction. 

refraction - plane bed wave refraction and shoaling using linear wave theory. 

rmswaveorbitalvelocity - calculate the root mean square wave orbital velocity. 

runup - wave runup magnitude. 

runup_slope - calculate runup beach slope using Reis A H and Gama C, 2010. 

section_centroid - find centroid and area of a cross-section defined by points (xi,zi). 

settling_velocity - calcualte the settling velocity using Soulsby equation. 

shoaling - plane bed wave shoaling using linear wave theory. 

shore_orientation - find the orientation for a series of coordinates that define a line. 

shore_profile_order - sort the profile order based on the E,N of the base point - min(Chainage). 

simple_tide - function to compute a tidal water level time series using main constituents scaled to 

required tidal amplitude. 

slope_points - find point and slope on line (eg a shore profile nearest to zlevel. 

sortENdata2line - sort the eastings and northings into an order that makes the best continuous line 

tau_crit - calculate the critical erosion shear stress and erosion rate for sand, mud or mixed sediments. 

tma_spectrum - calculate the TMA spectrum for waves that are depth limited. 

tidalrange - compute tidal range from a water level time series. 

ucrit - compute the critical flow velocity for a given critical shear stress and wave conditions in the 

wave-current case. 

ut_constants.mat - binary file of constituents used by ctTidalAnalysis class. 

ut_reconstr - reconstruct superposed harmonics (code from MatlabTM Forum). 

ut_solv - execute harmonic tidal analysis (code from MatlabTM Forum). 
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waterlevelfreqplots - create various water level exceedance and duration plots. 

wave_energyflux - function to calculate the wave energy flux (wave power) using linear wave theory. 

wave_friction - compute the wave friction factor for rough and smooth turbulent conditions and 

smooth laminar conditions. 

wave_scatter - plot H-T scatter diagram that uses the wave celerity based on water depth to add 

contours of wave steepness, plot a 3D contoured histogram or various combinations of height, period, 

depth and steepness. 

wave_steepness - compute the wave steepness for given wave height, wave period and water depth. 

xshore_bailard - computes the cross-shore transport for given wave and beach conditions. 
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Appendix A – Input Data File Formats 
Existing file formats are detailed in this section. For details of how to add a file format to an existing 

data class, or add a new data class see Appendix B. 

Waves 

1) Channel Coastal Observatory (CCO) format: http://www.channelcoast.org/  

 

2) Simple wave record  

Format is defined using Matlab script in the header line. The format shown here is date, time (hours 

and minutes only), Hs, Tp, Dir all as real numbers. This allows different date formats to be easily 

handled. The utility add_file_header.m (located in MUIfunctions folder) can be used to add a file 

header to multiple files. 

 

3) ShoreCast file format (date and time are in vector format followed by variables) 

 
 

Water Levels 

1) Date-Level format 

Format is defined using Matlab script in header line. Format shown here is record number (not used), 

date, time, elevation (mOD). This allows different date formats to be easily handled. The utility 

add_file_header.m (located in MUIfunctions folder) can be used to add a file header to multiple files. 

http://www.channelcoast.org/


 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

67 

 

 

2) Channel Coastal Observatory (CCO) format: http://www.channelcoast.org/  

 

 

3) British Oceanographic Data Centre format: http://www.bodc.ac.uk/  

3(a) BODC NTSLF format 

 

http://www.channelcoast.org/
http://www.bodc.ac.uk/
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3(b) BODC ODV format 

 

 

4) ShoreCast file format (date and time are in vector format followed by variables) 

 

 

Winds 

Three formats are currently implemented. 

1) Date-Record format 

The format read statement is given as the header of the data. The default definition assumes date, time, 

wind speed (m/s) direction (degTN). A typical header would then be:  

 

This is similar to the wave and water level date-record format 

files.  

Note: the order of the year-month-date format needs to match that 

used in the file. This allows different date and record formats to 

be handled. The utility add_file_header.m (located in 

MUIfunctions folder) can be used to add a file header to multiple 

files. 

Note that if the variables in the record change, then a new file format will be needed to define the 

variables (see Appendix B). 

2) CEDA MIDAS format 

This data is available from: 

 https://catalogue.ceda.ac.uk/data.ceda.ac.uk/badc/ukmo-midas-open/data/uk-mean-wind-obs/dataset-version-201908/  

The data is delivered as a csv file that can be opened in Excel and loaded directly into CoastalTools. 

The files have a very large header, with a lot of useful meta-data, so an image is not reproduced here. 

3) Hong Kong data format 

https://catalogue.ceda.ac.uk/data.ceda.ac.uk/badc/ukmo-midas-open/data/uk-mean-wind-obs/dataset-version-201908/
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You may need to edit the wind file to replace the header as shown below: 

 
Wind-wave Hindcast Fetches 

For each location on the coast you will need a fetch file. The file Test_Fetch_Lengths.txt is an 

example file. This defines the fetch lengths at the site in 10-degree intervals measured from true north 

(defined from 0 to 350 degrees even if zero). 

 

Beach Profiles 

1) Channel Coastal Observatory (CCO) format: http://www.channelcoast.org/  

 

2) Chainage profiles listed as one, or more, profile with one, or more, surveys (dates) per file 

 

http://www.channelcoast.org/
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3) Chainage profiles listed as one survey (date) with multiple profiles per file 

 

The CCO format includes a column ‘FC’ for Feature Codes, which are defined as follows: 

1 ZZ Unknown 

2 S Sand 

3 M Mud 

4 MS Mud and Sand 

5 G Gravel 

5 VG Vegetated gravel 

6 GS Gravel and Sand 

7 GM Gravel and Mud 

8 X Mixture 

8 MX Mixture 

9 SH Shell 

10 BO Boulders 

11 R Rock 

12 SM Saltmarsh 

13 HW High water mark 

14 SD Sea defence 

15 W Water body 

16 G Grass 

17 D Dune 

18 DV Vegetated dune 

19 F Forested 

20 FB Obstruction 

21 CT Cliff top 

21 CL Cliff line 

22 CE Cliff edge 

23 CF Cliff face 

24 SP Start point of line 

24 ZCP Start point of line 

For further details see http://www.channelcoast.org/ 

http://www.channelcoast.org/
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Shoreline Position 

Format is as used for the 2018 ShoreCast exercise (Montano et al., 2020) 

Header defines columns (NB date and time are 6 columns unlike most other formats provided for). 
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BlueKenue  

See Blue Kenue manual for details of format: 

http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/solutions/advisory/blue_kenue_index.html 

1) Time series at a point *.ts1 

 

 

2) Time series at a point *.ts2 

Can be velocity and direction (MAGDIR), as shown here, or two velocity components (UV): 

 

 

http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/solutions/advisory/blue_kenue_index.html


 
CoastalToolsTM manual 

May 2023 

 

 

73 

 

 

3) Time series at a point *.ts3 

 

 

4) Time series at a point *.ts4 

Can be velocity and direction (MAGDIR), or two velocity components (UV) as shown here:
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Appendix B – Data set properties (DSproperties) 
Data are stored in a dstable, which extends a Matlab table to hold more comprehensive metadata for 

multi-dimensional data sets. This makes use of a dsproperties class object to hold the metadata. The 

dstable and dsproperties classes are part of the dstoolbox. When loading data or saving model results 

the DSproperties can be defined, loaded and saved when creating a new Case within the application. 

These data are used in the application to provide descriptions of variables and dimensions in UIs, 

define units and formats and generic labels which are used for plots and analysis outputs. Further 

details of the dstable and dsproperties classes can be found in the Matlab Supplemental Software 

Documentation for the dstoolbox. An example of the code to load DSproperties for a time series and a 

variable with 2 spatial dimensions are shown below. 

DSproperties for a set of timeseries variables. 

  
 

DSproperties for a 2D variable with 2 spatial dimensions. 
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Appendix C - Date and Time Locale 
The system was developed to provide rapid access to data from the Channel Coastal Observatory. It 

was therefore developed to use British date and time formats. On some computers, with a difference 

system language, the date and time formats will be different and this can result in some problems with 

the “Locale” settings. One way to get around this issue is to change the date and time settings in the 

“Time & Language” section of Settings, or in the “Clock and Region” section in the Control Panel. 

Change the “Country or region” to United Kingdom. And then click “Additional date, time & regional 

settings” under “Related settings”; in the “Clock and Region” dialog box select “Change date, time or 

number formats”, and set the format to “English (United Kingdom)” and other date/time formats are as 

shown in the picture below. 

  

 

 

 


